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Abstract

Algeria, as a north African country, with a Mediterranean coastline, being the largest country
in Africa and possessing a Saharan desert interior was regarded as one of the most attractive
hosting countries for refugees and asylum seekers coming from the south. African refugees, as
being labelled by North Africans, moving through the Saharan boarders, also targeted Algeria
to earn a living and consider it a host country. This study presents a descriptive investigation
into the representation of Illegal African Refugees in selected Algerian newspapers. The sample
of the study compromised both types of newspapers, independent and governmental, print and
online in both Arabic language and French language from 2014 to 2024, relying on a Corpus-
based Approach to warrant a systematic data gathering in accordance with Critical Discourse
Analysis as an analysis tool. Furthermore, the study results indicate that Illegal African
Immigrants were depicted in unfavorable picture socially and legally, being considered a threat
to the state’s security and a burden on the Algerian society. Conclusively, it demonstrates power

relations and social stereotypes implied within media in its governmental and independent form.

Keywords: Illegal African Immigrants, Critical Discourse Analysis, Corpus-based Approach,

Social Semiotics, Newspapers.
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General Introduction



1. Background of the study

In a globalised world, people originated from different countries tend to leave their
homelands and adopt the title of “Refugee” due to the violation of their rights as human beings
(Allen et., al 2006). According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (n.d),
there exist 35.3 million refugees spread worldwide, which proves the phenomenon to be of high
significance. In recent years, harsh life circumstances including wars, poverty, famine and
unemployment, forced a considerable number of people to flee their homelands and strive for
a better and a safe life elsewhere, being in exile and creating a shelter that guarantees a living.
Asylum seekers re-settle in neighboring countries that seem to possess a welfare life, or a life
that is superior to theirs in terms of the satisfaction of their needs. Experiencing such journey
in fleeing, obliged several asylum seekers to get injured, witness their friends or any of their
family members die, being killed or attacked which demonstrates the degree of toughness they

encountered.

Algeria, as a Mediterranean country began to witness a dynamic mobility consisting of
a range of arrays coming from the south and constantly being evolved. Such mobility had been
stemming from Mali and Niger majorly due to the unstable circumstances the two countries
were undergoing. The main motives compelling Africans to relinquish their homelands heading
to Algeria can be illustrated in the escape from the despised reality of starvation, ailments, wars
and unsafety of their counties, considering it whether an immigration portal towards Europe, or

to reside in, to earn a living and to enjoy better life conditions.

Review of literature alludes a significant growing of interest in the field of refugee’s
investigation. As it has been regarded as a rich source for a better understanding of this social
and political phenomenon, several studies investigated various Asylum Seekers communities

in the world, be it in Europe, Asia or the middle east countries. The previous studies



demonstrated an inquiry associating media press with refugees, exploring their portrayal in
various genres, formats and classes of newspapers. Such literature review included Syrian
refugees in Turkish newspapers, where Onay-Coker (2019) employed Critical discourse
analysis, aiming at exploring the discursive practices constructed in Turkish newspapers to

illustrate the influx of Syrian refugees.

The previously mention scientific research, undertaken by Onay-coker created the
impression for a similar investigation with novel insights in the same field of the study. Given
the fact that African Asylum Seekers, as a community, exist in Algeria, they were considered
an interesting case to conduct a research on in relation to the Algerian media press. The
exploration of the study tends to be founded on both a sociolinguistic perspective in terms of
power relations, and discourse analysis in terms of linguistic practices constructed to reflect
ideologies. Therefore, it is of high significance to examine the depiction in a variety of

discourses with its different formats and languages.

2. Statement of the problem

There is no such way of reporting news and delivering updates on continuous incidents
occurring in life as media press. Newspapers tend to be the most widespread means of news
report, be it in its printed version or providing online articles on the latest news. Subsequently,
news reports encompass all social, economic and political domains. One of the most living
incident is the increasing mobility of Illegal African Refugees in Algeria. The depiction of
African Asylum Seekers in Algerian newspapers did not garner a portion of interest in the field
of linguistics. Despite the existing studies on this phenomenon, there exists a remarkable
research gap in examining their portrayal in selected Algerian newspapers, probing the
discursive practices employed to depict their image on both the social and the legal perspective,

interrelating it to ideologies and power relations implied within discourse.



3. Objectives of the Study

The present study underlines a set of objectives to attain:

1- To examine the linguistic strategies and choices employed in the representation of
Illegal African Immigrants in selected Algerian newspapers.

2- To distinguish between their representation in both governmental and independent
newspapers articles, printed and online.

3- To investigate the role of power dynamics, ideologies and social structures in
presenting illegal immigrants accurate image.

4- To analyze the dominant narratives included in populists and elitists discourses of
illegal immigrants.

4. Research Questions

To attain the above-mentioned objectives, the current research aims at providing answers to the

following questions:

1- What are the discursive practices and the linguistics choices employed in Algerian
newspaper discourse representing lllegal African Immigrants?

2- How do the Algerian newspapers portray the existence of Illegal African Immigrants in
the Algerian society?

3- How do Media contribute to the construction of ideologies, power relations and social
attitudes towards illegal immigrants in elitists and populist discourses?

5. Research Hypothesis

Based on the above research questions, we proposed the following research hypothesis:

1- The Selected Algerian newspapers may employ persuasive language, quoting and authority

language.



2- The linguistic and symbolic choices used in the representation of Illegal African
Immigrants in Algerian discourse may reinforce negative stereotypes and resilience.
3- Selected Algerian newspapers are expected to imply humanitarianism and Xenophobia as
ideologies within its discourse.

6. Methodology and Data Collection

The research methodology is designed to achieve a well-constructed analysis on the
representation of Illegal African Immigrants in selected Algerian newspapers. In the present
study, the aim is to discover their depiction in addition to the linguistic and discursive strategies
used within media discourse. To attain the objectives of the study, a qualitative research design
based on content analysis using Critical Discourse Analysis in alignment with Corpus-based
Approach as a data collection tool is employed. The design is selected since it paves the way
towards an in-depth analysis to provide comprehensible depiction to the phenomenon under
investigation. The Corpus approach was employed to warrant the collection of the sample since
it targets newspapers of both government and independent press, print and online, in Arabic
language and French language as well. The compilation takes into consideration a period of
time that spans from 2014 to 2024. Thus, it assists in assuring the representativeness of the

corpus as well as the reliability of the study.

7. Significance of the Study

The current research significance relies in providing a well-structured account for illegal
African immigrants in Algeria. Such account can pave the way towards a better understanding
of public perceptions towards social issues as well as social attitudes existing towards Illegal
African Immigrants. Moreover, it offers a comprehensive framework of discursive strategies

employed in media to depict ideologies and represent social stereotypes. Therefore, the analysis



of local and public newspapers highlights complex relationships between societal attitudes and

the representation of illegal immigration in Algeria.
8. Structure of the Study

The dissertation incorporates two main chapters. The first chapter covers a profound
review of literature, tackling significant concepts and notions pertaining to social semiotics as
a theory such as its development and its major concepts. Moreover, it digests the primary
insights on those asylum seekers including the causes, challenges and experiences in northern
countries of Africa. The second chapter is devoted to discuss the methodological process to
conduct the study. It encompasses the research design, analysis approach and data collection
tool. Furthermore, it provides a portion to the analysis, discussion of the findings in accordance

with main research objective.



Chapter One: Social Semiotics of Illegal African

Immigrants in Algeria



Introduction

This chapter is dedicated to account for the background literature existing on Illegal
African Immigrants in Algeria as well as social semiotics key concepts. It tackles mainly the
most significant notions required to dealt with the study. We define social semiotics as a theory
in addition to its development, its relation to language, its main notions and theories falling
under its umbrella. Additionally, we emphasised on the phenomenon of the study “Illegal
African Immigrants” presenting the causes, challenges, their experience in northern African

countries including Morocco Tunisia and Libya besides their image in Algeria.

1. Section One: Social Semiotics

1.1 Social Semiotics Definition

Social semiotics, as a social discipline of inquiry, encompasses “society” + “semiotics”
in which the latter is originated from the Greek word “semion” pertaining to sign — the smallest

meaningful unit combining both meaning and form (Gualberto & Kress, 2019).

Social Semiotics is defined as the investigation of the principles, tools and structures
individuals within a society, create, interpret and interact within their surroundings (Gualberto
& Kress, 2018; Bezmer & Cowan, 2020). In the same vein, Bezemer and Cowan (2020) expand
this insight in that such field of investigation elucidates how individuals correlate forms and
formations to construct a certain meaning as ““it recognizes that material (stone, light, ink, air,
muscles, etc.) can be manipulated and explored in distinctly different ways, offering distinct

possibilities and limitations for meaning-making” (p.2).

In addition, Jewitt and Henrikson (2016) highlight social semiotics objective as the
exploration and the influence of representations in cultural contexts, focusing mainly on social

functions and meanings occurring when communicating. In this respect, the analysis of their



textual characteristics seeks to unveil insights on social relations, power, the intention behind

sign-making, the perceived audience and the social objectives fulfilled through texts.

1.2 Development of Social Semiotics

Social semiotics, pertains to “the study of life of signs in society” as defined by De
Saussure (Hodge & Kress, 1998). Such definition sheds light on the dominance of society in
setting linguistic rules and principles, based on which communication is formed among
individuals within a particular society. Thus, it shapes the vital existence of the relationship

between signs and society, that is society frames the creation of signs.

The notion “Semiotics” can be traced back to the systematic functional model
introduced by Michael Alexander Kirkwood Halliday, where he stresses on the existence of
language not only as a linguistic system but rather a social one, within which people belonging
to one community construct and communicate meaning (Anderson et al., 2015). This new
emerging investigation of study has been adopted by numerous scholars who drew several
dimensions accounting for the original work of M.A.K Halliday “Social semiotics”, including
Gunther Kress and Van Leeuwen directing their interest towards investigating Visuals added to

the writing.

According to Jewitt and Henrikson (2016), this social discipline is developed by several
scholars including Robert Hodge, Gunther Kress and Theo van Leeuwen into a multimodal
sign-making theory where they, in addition to Halliday’s theory, encompass the involvement
of a social group’s values, preferential linguistics structures and powers into language, proving
the society to govern all semiotic sources to attain particular social purposes. Expanding on
this, they add that Kress and Leeuwen extend Halliday’s social semiotics focus to the
incorporation of visuals as a unit of analysis in addition to writing. They introduce such

incorporation in their seminal book Reading images: The grammar of visual design. Besides,



considering images in prints paves the way towards the emergence of further concepts including
composition, modality and framing. Such orientation to Multimodality culminates success due

to the selection of diverse range of social contexts with multiple modes.

1.3 Language and Social Semiotic

As previously mentioned, social semiotics, as a term, was first introduced by Michael
Alexander Kirkwood Halliday in his book “Language as Social Semiotics” where he argues
that language and society are two amalgamate concepts to their investigation. Such social
approach, according to M.A.K Halliday, entails language being a byproduct of society whose
individuals shape language sources based on meeting their communicative needs (Jewitt,
Henrikson, 2016). Furthermore, Language tends to be a social product, according to which
people produce and shape their meanings, being contextualized within society. Notably, there
is a considerable agreement among scholars such as Halliday, Kress and Leeuwen on the
existence of language as a vital reflection of society influence on its usage among its individuals

(Gualberto & Kress,2019).

1.4 Social Semiotics Key Concepts

1.4. 1 Semiotic Resource

Semiotic resource, as one key concept within the approach of social semiotics, derived
from the work of Halliday, does not only pertain to a stretch of grammatical items, but rather a
resource of meaning-making (Halliday, 1978). In the same vein, Van Leeuwen (2005) expands

the previously mentioned idea introduced by Halliday and define semiotic resource as:

Semiotic resources as the actions and artefacts we use to communicate, whether they
are produced physiologically — with our vocal apparatus; with the muscles we use to

create facial expressions and gestures, etc. — or by means of technologies — with pen,
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ink and paper; with computer hardware and software; with fabrics, scissors and sewing

machines, etc. (p285).

In this regard, semiotic resources, as traditionally labeled signs, a signifier of a union
interrelated to a signified, constructs the idea that any material element individuals produce

refers to a concept that possesses a meaning.

1.4. 2 Mode and Modal Affordance

Two main crucial concepts within Social Semiotics are mode and modal affordance.
Mode is defined as “the material resources for the production and materialization of signs”, that
is the material resources for manifesting meaning, demonstrating its clarity (Gualberto & Kress,
2019, p.3). In the same expository article on Social semiotics, it is stated that such modes
regarded as resources, tend to be under the recognition of the society in addition to its particular
regularities, enabling members of that society to understand them with their distinction. The
notion Modal Affordance is considered when setting the purpose of communication. In the same
regard, she affirms that modes are afforded for a communicative purpose that the sender opts

for as the most appropriate form to achieve that goal.

1.4. 3 Multimodality

Multimodality, as defined by linguists and semioticians as Goodwin, Kress and Van
Leeuwen, challenges the segmentation of professional domains in the study of meaning making
(Kanervirta, 2018). This concept has emerged over the past two decades as a means to explore
the rich sources of meaning expressed in social interactions. Multimodality has garnered
attention from both researchers and policy makers due to its potential for enhancing
communication in various contexts (Jewitt & Hnerikson, 2016). Kress (2009) posits that
multimodality serves as a framework for studying communication, placing emphasis on the

meaning conveyed through various modes of interaction beyond language.
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It is exclusively linguistic and technical to share messages as stated by Souryana (2012,
p.42) “the multimodal correlation between the verbal, visual, and other modes which commonly
co-occur in modern communication”. The modes of communication mentioned above exhibit
cultural sensitivity and are highly reliant on contextual factors. Language is recognized as one
of the multiple resources utilized in the process of meaning making. In this respect, Kress and
Jewitt (2003) claim that although oral and written language are usually considered as the central
media of communication, there are also other semiotics resources such as visual, gestural and

aural through which individuals can represent significant meanings.

While multimodality has been partly emerged in the late 1980s to develop the field of
the critical analysis of texts to include multiple forms of visuals analyzed from a social semiotic
perspective, critical linguistics concentrated on language as the only system through which
meanings are constructed and consequently ideologies are performed (Djonov & Zhao, 2014).
Particular attention has been paid by Kress and Leeuwen (2001) to multimodal analysis
techniques that combine verbal and visual elements. Thus, multimodal discourse analysis is a
method that underscores the importance of multiple communication modalities, encompassing
textual, visual, auditory and color elements. According to Kress (2009), this analytical approach
recognizes the interconnectedness of modalities and the collective impact on the production and

interpretation of meaning within discourse.

In her scholarly work, Jewitt (2013) argues that multimodality involves a diverse array
of semiotic resources that are embedded with the cultural contexts. These resources, including
images, gaze, gestures play a pivotal role in meaning construction in multimodal
communication. The term multimodality is primarily related to three assumptions on
representation and communication such as socio semiotics/systemic functional grammar (SFG),

discourse analysis, and interactional analysis.

12



1.4. 4 Signs and Meaning Making

According to Kress and Leeuwen (2001), majority of textual forms are multimodal,
which indicates the fact that, written forms are included in the communication and integration
of multiple semiotic modes and signs. In fact, newspapers are significantly concerned with the
functional report of many social issues, which provides a diverse explanation of semiotic modes
such as wording, (still) images, typography, layout, color, etc for their meaning-making.
Therefore, multimodal texts are structured by the integration and interaction of a variety of
modes as it is claimed by Kress a & Leewen (2001) “...multimodal texts are texts -as-objects

which use more than one mode of meaning-making like writing, visuals” (p.42).

During their subsequent research, Kress and Leeuwen (2001) observe a notable increase
in the academic interest surrounding monomodal discourse, including corporate, political and
mass media. According to Leeuwen (2005), this fields adapts the approach in information
sharing which lies in its interpretation on textual and visual linkage. It serves to elaborate and
extend the visual component, by utilizing techniques such as similarity, contrast and
complements. Like Kress and Leeuwen, ledema (2003), followed the footsteps of M.A.K.
Halliday, adjusting the metafunction theory to moving images. Television and film analysis has
various methods and theories that provided frameworks for analyzing the structure, semiotic
perspectives, themes and similar. In contrast, ledema provides an approach that focuses on the

sociopolitical inter textualities and the manner they relate one frame to another.

According to Vygotsky (1978), language stands as a tool for expressing thought,
enabling people to organize and structure minds Vygotsky spotlighted the role of socio-cultural
context in which communication and different conversation takes place. In fact, the meaning of
a message is not solely derived from the words used, but also from the cultural and social cues

embedded in the various modes of communication. The visuals provide additional information
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and context, while the music evokes emotions and sets the tone. The current pillars interact to

design an immersive experience for the audience.

1.5 Social Semiotic Theories

1.5. 1 Language and Discourse Analysis

Critical discourse Analysis is considered according to Wodak (2014) as a prominent
field in in social sciences. It is a problem-orientated interdisciplinary research programme and
subsuming a variety of approaches. In the German and central European context, a distinction
is conducted between text and discourse, in reference to the tradition in text linguistics and to
rhetoric (Wodak & Koller ,2008). Jager & Maier (2009) stated that text is the concrete
realization of abstract forms of knowledge, that is named discourse in Foucauldian approach.
Discourse therefore refers to the knowledge of social practices, which is aligned to differing
ideological positions (Reisigl & Wodak, 2001). More specifically, critical discourse analysis
focuses on the inequitable distributions of economic, cultural and political goods in
contemporary societies (Kress, 1996).

It is primarily interested in the neutral beliefs, frequently appearing disguised as
conceptual metaphors and analogies (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980; Lakoff & Johnson, 1999).
Critical discourse analysis is concerned with categorizing the modes of exercising power
in discourse and over discourse in the field of politics (Holzscheiter, 2005). According to
Holzscheiter (2005), power in discourse is actors’ struggles over different interpretations of
meaning. The semiotic hegemony relates to the selection of specific linguistic codes, rules
for interaction, rules for access to the meaning-making forum, rules for decision-making, turn-
taking, opening of sessions, making contributions and interventions. Lastly, power of discourse
relates to the impact of historically grown macro-structures of items’ meaning, of the principles

of the language structure in which actors interact.
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Norman Fairclough (1992, 1995) argues that the dialectical relational approach focuses
upon social conflict in the Marxian tradition, in which it reveals its linguistic manifestations in
discourses, in terms of dominance, difference, and resistance. Accordingly, each social practice
has a semiotic element. Productive activity, the means of production, social relations, social
identities, cultural values, consciousness, and semiosis are considered dialectically related
elements of social practice. These semiotic social practice emphasize the constitution of genres

and styles, that is called the order of discourse.

1.5. 2 Intersectionality and Media Representation

Interctionality is a crucial tool that examine the interconnections and interdependencies
between systems (Lau & Murnighan,1998). Many scholars use intersectionality to ensure
insights into social justice and inequality in organizations, which maximize the chance of social
change. As a critical theory, intersectionality conceptualize knowledge as situated, contextual,
relational and representative to the political power. Atewologun (2018) asserts that it is
associated with a qualitative research method because of the significant implication on a giving
voices and elicited through focus groups. Else-Quest and Hyde (2016) argue that social
categories are intrinsically related to the personal identities in context of various structural

systems.

The term intersectionality significantly emerges from the work of critical legal scholar,
Kim-Berley Crenshaw (1989). In fact, the implications of various positionality theories
are the notions of interlocking oppressions (Collins, 1990) and gendered racism (Essed,
1991). This traditionally tool focuses on the alternative features of individual experiences
with group’s differences in a systematic dynamics power (Rodriguez, 2004). Intersectionality
provides an appropriate framework to highlight the often hidden identity of Illegal African

immigrants and enhance policies that determine their existence. According to McCall (2005),

15



it is the relationship between different dimensions and modalities of social relations and the
subject formations. It is stated that intersectionality emphasizes the manner multiple categories
of expression including gender, sexual orientation can interact to produce social inequality.
Moreover, this concept has arisen in 1980 in the context of black movement as a response to
the illegal migrations and large increase of discrimination. According to Crenshaw (1989),
particular social classes are experiencing racial discrimination based on the single axis
framework produced on their article. In the context of racial practices, illegal categories are
showed as the primary victims, while black immigrants more specifically are considered a
source of dirtiness for citizens of another origin. However, Crenshaw assumes that this one -
dimensional view of discrimination renders this group because of race manners to produce
social forms as a result of its disadvantages.

Hancock (2007) defines the term intersectionality as an approach that recognises the
previous excluded categories into preexisting frameworks to increase the political inquiries in
a community. In order to indicate the way intersectionality, serve as a normative tool, Hancock
states that it is composed from six assumptions including; the existence of multiple difference
categories, opened empirical questions, the correlation between the differences within a
particular political interventions and lastly the attention of integrative analysis.

McCall (2005) describes three approaches to the field of intersectionality. The first
approached is the ani- categorical complexity that denote the analytical categories based on the
assumption that a particular community is complex to fit into regular group which ease
inequities with the society. In the second category, inter-categorical complexity means that
scholars implement dimensions to document correlation of inequality among social classes.
Lastly, the intra-categorical complexity rejects the presence of groups as the anti-categorical
approach that emphasises the neglecting of individuals in terms of intersection of these

categories.
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1.5. 3 The Grammar of visual Design

According to Kress and Leeuwen (1998), visual grammar is a contemporary approach
in readings and analyzing images. Halliday (1978) argues that meanings relate to culture, rather
than to specific semiotic modes (Kress & Leeuwen, 2006). It is to denote that the semiotic mode
(language, visuals, gestures etc) is determined by their cultural context. Accordingly, they state
that Visual structures realize meanings as linguistic structures do. For instance, what is
expressed in language through the choice between different word classes and semantic
structures is, in visual communication, expressed through the choice between, for instance,

different uses of color, or different compositional.

While the visual and verbal systems appear to generate meanings of the same kind,
researchers argued that the analysis is established through particular techniques that are
equivalent to the respective semiotic systems. However, it is emphasized that each modality
has own possibilities and limitations. Focus, gaze, size, positioning, color, space, vectors,
salience, validity, and other visual characteristics are among the ones identified by the

framework as being useful for analyzing the interpretation of images (Kress & Leeuwen, 2006).

Kress and Leeuwen (2006) state that the analysis approach is partly distinct from the
social semiotic category. The reason for this distinction is that earlier methods concentrate more
on the meaning that particular elements including people, locations, and objects created in an
image than on the "grammar" of images, the later may called lexis. They associate it to the
represented participants (objects, individuals and places) and the way they significantly relate
to one another in the image. In this met function, they also refer to the existence of two

categories which are the narrative and the conceptual processes.
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e Narrative Process

The narrative processes, according to Kress and Leeuwen (2006) refers to production
of events unfolding actions and transitory special arrangement. Therefore, this process deals
with depicted events, rather than represented states of the social value. In addition, it refers to
a situation in which the represented participants are connected with a vector. The latter is
gradually illustrated by elements appearing in pictures that form an oblique line, often a quite
strong, diagonal line. The narrative processes have mainly three categories of actions. First,
transactional action appears when a participant (actor) performs an action to another one (goal.
Second, non-transactional action occurs when one participant performs an action and plays a
role of an actor. Finally, reactional action refers to a situation where a participant reacts in the

image and this by gazing to another one or phenomenon.

e Conceptual process

Conceptual process refers to presenting participant as a generalized and more stable and
timeless essence as it involves the class, the structure and meaning (Kress & Leeuwen, 2006).
In fact, the conceptual process is static in terms of dealing with state rather than the action of
the participant particularly. In comparison with first type, the latter do not include vector which
contain two processes. First, the classification process presents participants together in a united
picture to indicate the fact of belonging to the same class (Leeuwen & Jewitt, 2011). Second,
analytical process connects participants in terms of a part whole structure. The participants that
are involved in this process, the first is known as the carrier (the whole) and the second indicates
the visual form.

2. Section Two: Illegal African Immigrants in Algeria
Illegal African Immigrants come mainly from south Africa including Mali and Niger

(Algeria, 2021). This Mediterranean country started witnessing a dynamic mobility consisting
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of a range of arrays coming from the west and constantly being evolved in which statistics
estimated approximately 173.600 refugees came to Algeria by November 2023 (Algeria, n.d).
Moreover, South Africans, as illegal immigrants, have undergone a set of disastrous living
motives that predestined them to relinquish. Such factors include, social conflicts, civil
disturbance, environmental disasters, undemocratic regimes, resulting in the abuse of human
rights (Amnesty International, 2023). Heading particularly to North Africa became the only
solution for them as a means of survival. Algeria, due to its large size and its geographic
position, owning one of the largest deserts, has been hosting refugees excessively compared to
other north African countries (UNHCR - The UN Refugee Agency, n.d).

2.1. Causes of Migration

A set of motives forced black Africans, as being called by North Africans, to leave their
mother lands and head to the north for a secure life. Such factors may be political, economic,

or social.

2.1.1 Security and Political Factors

The African Sahel countries have witnesses a sense of instability on its lands, being
considered perilous circumstances that compelled Sahel Africans flee their countries and head
to the north. In accordance with Taibi and Bernaoui (2021), these south African countries
experience ethnic and civil wars, internal instability, situations of repression and persecution as
well as terrorism. According to Essoungou (2013), it is illustrated that African Sahel countries
have undergone a chronic crisis of Political instability. He illustrates that Mali was one of the
African countries witnessing instability in terms of its security, experiencing a Military coup
dated back to 2012 which resulted in an abrupt of stable democracy. In addition, he sheds lights
on terrorists’ attempts to strengthen their grip on the northern region, targeting the south, had

the opportunity to control the entire country. As synthesized through the words of The Center
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for Preventive Actions (2024), violent extremism spans in most countries of African Sahel
including Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Chad leading to human rights violation, legitimacy defects, and
corruption. Most internal wars and chaos are demonstrated in intensified violence, attacks,

suicidal attacks, rebellion, abduction, all resulting in corruption and civilian casualties.

2.1.2 Economic and Natural Factors

One of the main incentives behind the arrays pouring to north Africa is poverty and the
underdevelopment of sub-Saharan countries. As demonstrated by Taibi and Bernaoui (2021),
African countries, from where these 1Al come, endure several climatic obstacles including
drought which caused agricultural losses along with livestock loss. In addition, they depict the
fact that African countries possess tremendous natural sources, pointing to the economic issues
existing in the Sahel consisting of high demographic growth coupled with lack of
developmental dynamism that satisfy individuals’ needs resulting in desertification, high prices

of living materials, pervasive poverty and unemployment.

Furthermore, Essoungou (2013) affirms that the recurring waves of drought did not only
cause starvation but also malnutrition, spread of ailments and displacement of people, as he
synthesises the countries of the Sahel demonstrate poor economic and social well-being
according to the measurements of UNDP’s Human Development Index.

2.1.3 The North as an arrival point or a transit gate

Framing the immigration on the geographic characteristics of north Africa, Algeria
became a central attention for 1Al as a path towards achieving their dream reaching Europe.
Algeria’s geographical position, extensively bordering Sahel countries to south, possessing a
prominent stretch on the Mediterranean Sea coastline, is regarded as a coast entrance to Europe
(Taibi & Bernaoui, 2021). The Second motive behind the extensive arrival of 1Al to Algeria is

taking it as a hosting country which provides stability where they can reside and guarantee
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better life conditions. In conformity with Taibi and Bernaoui (2021), Algeria witnesses an
economic revitalization creating employment opportunities particularly within construction,
agriculture, self-employment for private individuals. Such evolvement in the economical field
in addition to the presence of 1Al, prompt Algerian employers to provide illegal immigrants
work for lower wages, in fields including agriculture and house building.

2.2. Challenges of migration

2.1.3 Legal Status

One of the primary hurdles for undocumented African Immigrants is the lack of legal
status in the destination country. It apparently indicates that immigrants missed the necessary
documentation to reside, work, and access basic rights and services. Without legal status,
immigrants face constant fear of detention and deportation, which can have an impact on the
social class. (Boumerzak & Ayad, 2023). As demonstrated by Lahouazi (2023), the lack of
identification documents and limited residency prevents African children, born in Algeria and
speaking its dialect, enroll in Algerian schools to receive education.

2.2.2 Discrimination and Xenophobia:

Undocumented African immigrants often face discrimination and xenophobia with the
citizen of the host country. In accordance with Boumerzak and Ayad (2023), 1Al face prejudice,
stereotypes, and hostility based on race, nationality and immigration status. It can result in
social exclusion, limited job prospects, and difficulties in integrating into the local community.
They also asserted that discrimination can manifest in the form of unequal treatment by law
enforcement and employers.

2.2.3 Exploitation and Labor Abuse:

Due to the vulnerable status, undocumented African immigrants are particularly

susceptible to exploitation and labor abuse. At a certain period, immigrants forced to work in
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hazardous conditions, endure long working hours, and receive meager wages. They partly stand
victim to human trafficking and forced labor. The fear of losing the job for immigration

authorities often prevents them from reporting abuse (Boumerzak & Ayad, 2023).

2.2.4 Language and Cultural Barriers:

Language and cultural differences pose significant challenges for undocumented
African Immigrants at many stages. As demonstrated by Kamouni and Haugbolle (2018),
limited proficiency in the local language impedes effective communication and hinders
employment opportunities. Moreover, it restricts access to essential services, as cultural
differences may also affect the ability to integrate into the local community, leading to feelings
of isolation and exclusion. Undocumented African Immigrants often lack social support
networks in the host countries. Therefore, the absence of a support system can lead to feelings

of isolation, loneliness, and mental health issues.

2.2.5 Legal Vulnerability

The issue of Illegal Immigration has evolved into a significant problem, spanning
countries that host migrants. The European continent stands as the primary destination for
Illegal Immigrants from North African and American countries, with even the Arab Gulf
countries witnessing a surge in illegal immigration, often labeled as an invasion. Illegal
migration bears far-reaching consequences in the short, medium, and long term, affecting
psychological and social structures of individuals, as well as the social, cultural, political, and

economic frameworks of origin and destination countries. (Boumerzak & Ayad, 2023)

2.3 Containment of Illegal African Immigrants in Algeria

South Africans, as lllegal Immigrants, have undergone a set of disastrous living motives

that predestined them to relinquish. Such factors include, social conflicts, civil disturbance,
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environmental disasters, undemocratic regimes, resulting in the abuse of human rights
(Amnesty International, 2023). Heading particularly to north Africa became the only solution
for them as a means of survival. Algeria, due to its large size and its geographic position, owning
one of the largest deserts, has been hosting refugees excessively compared to other north
African countries (The UN Refugee Agency, n.d). African refugees, living in Algeria, have
been experiencing a new living march, bringing their culture to a new society. This movement
creates new social and cultural practices to be adapted to that of the Algerian society such as
dealing with people and engaging with the community, which engenders misunderstandings
and challenges that hinders the new comers’ integration to the host society (Gassoumi, 2019).
Moreover, according to Lahouazi (2023), the Algerian authorities have taken measurements to
organize shelters for 1Al, instead of being homeless in the streets, as well as providing them the
necessary supplements. In contrast, as cited declared by Kacimi (2018), the director of
immigration, the influx of 90000 illegal African immigrants yearly creates concerns on the legal

perspective, where the state has taken their departure as a necessary procedure.

Graph 1: Distibution of 1Al by nationality in Algeria. (Taibi & Bernaoui, 2023).
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The above graph illustrates the various nationalities stemming from Sahel countries in
Algeria. As demonstrated, Niger outranks all countries moving to Algeria due to the massive
political crisis the country witnessed, deteriorating its nationals lives. Mali occupies the second
rank due to the war that has emerged, compelling its people to feel their country, seeking
security in border countries. Algeria becomes their sole survival gate where they find stability
residing there, or due to its geographic characteristics being a path to Europe.

2.4 Their Experience in Boarder countries

2.4.1 Tunisia

Tunisia as a north African country is considered one of the hosting countries attracting
Sub-Saharan refugees. According to the UN Refugee Agency (2023), Tunisia has witnessed an
increasing mobile movement of African refugees on its land, where more than 12.000 refugee

are registered by the UNHCR.

2.4.1.1 The Social Perspective

The re-settlement of 1Al in Tunisia, imposed their integrity in the Tunisian Society,
where there exists a different culture, norms and new social practices. According to Hadji’s
report on Aljazeera Arabic (2023), 1Al have been experiencing disastrous living conditions
where they took streets as shelters. In addition to this, in the same reported news, they are
encountered by rejection from Tunisians, undergoing crushes with the new society individuals.
Moreover, due to the massive increase of those IAl, several activists have voiced Tunisian

people urge to depart them to the borders, considering them a danger threatening their peace.

Contradicted to some Tunisians reaction toward their existence, other witnesses in the
same reports revealed that Sub-Saharan refugees were able to obtain a job and earn a living on
peaceful conditions. Abu Bakr Ahmed, a Chadian who affirms that Tunisians are kind and he

has never witnessed a racist behavior. Another witness that proves the 1Al are immersed in the
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Tunisians society, yet experiencing a turning table later on, being urged to depart the Tunisian
territory. Minaiso (Mali): “I have been living in Tunisia for 3 years. We used to work normally
and did not face any problems with the Tunisians, but in the last week everything changed and

we found ourselves facing a wave of bad treatment” (Hamoudi, 2023).

The existence of 1Al is regarded as a source of criminality that threatens Tunisians
private possessions where theft is committed as well as causing insults be it physical or verbal.
Hadji (2023) affirms that violent crushes occurred between African Migrants and Tunisians in
the city of Sfax resulted in casualties of both sides. Moreover, it is reported by Deutsche Welle
(2024) that Tunisians are frustrated of the theft done by IAl, stealing their private properties
including their phones, where such situation imposed them to remain home preserving their
personal properties. Likewise, such massive mobility is viewed as invasion being spread in

flocks in the streets.

2.4.1.2 The Legal Perspective

Due to several social issues caused by the existence of 1Al, the Tunisian government
decides to expel them to the borders. According to several news reports, the president Kais
Saeid voices his claim considering those migrants as a plot being resettled in Tunisia. (Middle
East Monitor, 2024; Hamoudi, 2023). In addition, the head of state expresses his objection to
the accusations of racism towards Al, stating that “those who falsely talk about racial
discrimination are seeking strife and division and harming our relations with our African
brothers” (Hamoudi, 2023). In the same vein, he affirms that the issue does not concern those
residing legally in the Tunisian land, warning against their harm, but rather is concerned with
the state and its responsibility towards those immigrants. Moreover, as indicated by the same
source, the president Kais Saeid addresses his government officials to do well to the African

brothers and that no harm shall be committed to them.
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As a safety procedure, the Tunisian government considers the influx of 1Al as a serious
issue that requires discussion. According to Al Khabar (2024) 45 deputies in the Tunisian
parliament urge the prime minister to discuss this migration phenomenon. The list of those
deputies considers that “this is a phenomenon that has become a threat to the security of the
residents of many areas inside the country, and has now necessitated the formation of a
parliamentary investigation committee to look into the issue,” after a parliamentary delegation
visited the camps dedicated to African migrants in the Al-Amra region in the Sfax state,

southern Tunisia.

The Tunisian government manifests a sense of easiness towards 1Al including their
residence, education and voluntary departure. Reports by Hamoudi (2023) unveils that the
presidency decided on granting one-year residence cards to students from African countries to
ease their stay in Tunisia and enable them to periodically renew their documents within
appropriate deadlines. As well as “extending the residence visa from three months to six
months, and facilitating voluntary departures for those who wish, within an organized
framework and in prior coordination with embassies and diplomatic missions of African

countries in Tunisia,” according to the statement.
2.4.2 Morocco

Morocco overlooking the Mediterranean Sea to north Africa, captured the attention of
Africans, feeling their countries and seeking asylum. The Moroccan government estimates the
number of African Immigrants approximately 100.000 residing in its lands, whether legally or

illegally, seeking residence or taking a stopover in their passage to Europe (King, 2023).
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2.4.2.1 The Social Perspective

lllegal African Immigrants, as a community existing in Morocco, are obliged to
integrate in the Moroccan society to earn a living, encountering a sense of flexibility from its
people and discrimination as well. According to Al Hurra (2023), a survey demonstrates that
85% of the young Moroccans object to the arrival of African immigrants to their country, urging
the government to intensify the invigilation on the Moroccan borders. The existence of such
community leads to disputes between citizens and IAl where clashes occur in neighborhoods
nearby “Oulad Ziane” station in the center of capital, Casablanca due to taking street as a

random camp to lodge in.

Committing thievery and assaults are recorded according to Al-Ashraf (2022), a
journalist and a writer at Independent Arabia, asserting that some migrants perpetrate thefts as
well as assault since being homeless, unemployed and spread in streets. Moreover, 1Al ARE
regarded as a source of social misconduct, causing problems between one another due to the
difficulties they confront to earn a living. Within popular neighborhoods, these Illegal
Immigrants gather in rented houses in more than five or ten people being crowded into one
room, resulting in many problems and quarrels between the immigrants themselves and
between them and the Moroccan residents as well. Several 1Al resort to begging to make a
living seeking empathy. As mentioned in the same source those beggars invade streets, and
restaurants, empathizing passengers and citizens using expression such as “Hajj, Sadaqa, May

god have mercy on your parents” in a Moroccan dialect with an African accent.

Contradicted to the previous living conditions, Al were able to reside peacefully with
the Moroccans, possessing a job to pay their life expenses. As demonstrated by Al-Ashraf

(2022) in his article published on Independent Arabia, 1Al, with resilience and physical
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endurance have most the opportunity to work and gain money, in fields such as construction

installation, cobbler, or porter, and other available professions.

2.4.2.2 The Legal Perspective

The Moroccan authorities have taken measures to solve the issues related to IAl in order
to preserve the safety and the peace of the country. According to Nassif (2018), as an attempt
to regularize the status of 1Al, the Moroccan authorities set accredited rule, providing residence
to approximately 50.000 immigrants. Added to this, the government could succeed in
persuading more than 2000 illegal immigrants to return voluntarily to their homelands, gaining
financial intensives in return. The kingdom strategies witness a sense of change concerning the
development of its handling the African issue where it has been recorded where the Moroccan
authorities relied for the first time on its forces to quell the 1Al attempts to pass the border fence
separating the city of Ceuta, pertained to Spain. Subsequently, it is reported afterwards, that a
blooded violence was committed to 1Al on the Moroccan territory due to their continuous
attempts to cross the border fence towards the Spanish enclave of Melilla, leading to the demise
of 24 1Al. He also adds that this tragic incident was recorded in video shared on social media,
depicting the scene of the Moroccan forces brutalizing those 1A, as it is considered to be the

deadliest toll to occur during the density 1Al attempts to reach Spain.

2.4.3 Libya

As a north African country, Libya, in addition to Tunisia and Morocco, attracts the
attention of Illegal African Immigrants, departing their homelands and seeking asylum in border
countries. In the words of Al Hurra (2024), The International Organization for Migration states
that data obtained by the United Nations during May and June 2023 indicates the presence of

more than 700,000 migrants on Libyan territory.
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2.4.3.1 Social Perspective

Despite the challenges 1Al immigrants encounter on their journey towards entering
Libyan territory, including death of their relatives, starvation and thirst, two major destinations
were considered as their faith. As reported by Khalifa (2021), Some 1Al are kept prisoned in
detention centers, whilst others are able to live freely in Tripoli the capital of Libya, working
as salesclerks in construction trade and house builders for several years and earning a living
that is sufficient to pay their life expenses as well as transmitting a portion to their families in
their homelands. Moreover, in the same video of news reports, it is illustrated that they were
able to engage in enjoyable activities, meeting every day in a place called “Souq Joumouaa”

where they played football and had fun.

Contradicted to the previously mentioned living standards, some 1Al voice their
experience in Libya, encountering oppressive behaviors from Libyans. As reported in
InfoMigrants (2020), some Al coming from different African countries are exploited to work
voluntarily with falsehood without getting payed. Within the same reports, witnesses unveil

that violence was committed to those IAl.

2.4.3.2 Legal Perspective

Despite the fact that Libya lacks security stability, 1Al headed to its lands, be it to reside
or to consider it a path leading to Europe. The Libyan authorities have taken measures to prevent
any anticipated anarchy resulting from their presence in the Libyan territory. As indicated in
BBC NEWS Arabic (2019), there is a lack of protection towards sub-Saharan Africans, Tajoura
shelter center was bombed on 2" of July, 2019, resulting in more than 130 injuries accusing
the team responsible of the detention center, as it reflects the reality of those Africans being

victims regardless of the conflicts ongoing in the country.
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Violence and brutality attitudes towards SSA are also linked to the Libyan forces in
several news reports and online articles. In accordance with Bu Khams a reporter at Deutsche
Welle, a German international broadcast, (2013), entails a report proposed by Amnesty
International today, Thursday (June 20, 2013), revealed that it has evidence proving that most
sub-saharan African migrants - are subjected to very poor treatment, being tortured by Libyan

authorities in seven detention centers.

2.5 Illegal African Immigrants Image in Algeria

2.5.1 Political Institution Image

The Algerian government took into consideration the presence of IAl coming from
various sub Saharan African countries. According to Shaqrani (2018) reports on Aljazeera, the
difficulty SSA stumble across towards their journey to Europe, in most cases forced them to
stay and reside in Algeria, thus the Algerian government is overloaded with an additional
security and economic burden. In the same account, it is also stated that the Algeria authorities
strive to find a solution to benefit those Illegal migrants, yet the evolvement of their number in
Algeria compels the government to deport them to their homelands. Moreover, as stated by El
Bilad (2020), Minister of the Interior, Local Communities and Urban Development stress on
the influx of African Immigrants in Algeria creates security concerns and arises preoccupations
related to humanistic concerns in particular. Furthermore, more political declarations
addressing Al are voiced by the state representatives. As cited by Asharg-Al-Awsat (2017),
The Algerian Minister and Director of the Office of the Presidency of the Republic, Ahmed
Ouyahia, views those immigrants residing illegally in Algeria and counted in tens of thousands
as a source of hazardous evils including drugs and crimes, voicing his urge to depart them to
their homelands. Contradicted to Ouyahia, the Algerian minister stance, Abdelmadjid
Tebboune, the new prime minister announces on the behalf of the government that IAl are
welcome to Algeria, signifying the possibility of legalizing their residence in the country. In
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the same news reports, the prime minister declarations are a reaction to the accusation addressed
by the international Amnesty that the Algeria government commits an abusive act towards those

immigrants, deporting them to their home countries.

2.5.2 Populist Image

Sub-Saharan Africans, coming from the south, residing in Algeria, are imposed to
immerse in a quite different society with various cultural norms and social regularities.
According to Kahal (2023), IAI are able to get a job in various fields such as construction,
blacksmith workshops, restaurants, and other productive, commercial and services, making
employers prefer them as worker rather than Algerians since they earn low wages and lack
insurance coverage. From a social perspective, Taibi and Bernaoui (2023) indicates that the
illegal immigration committed by sub-saharans threatens the Algerian society norms including
language, culture, religious and national subjectivity since they represent an entire different
community from that of Algeria. They also refer to the existence of the phenomenon of begging,
homelessness and chaotic buildings taken as shelter threatens the Algerian society morals and
values. Other news reports entails two primary stance of the Algerian society towards those
Africans. According to Shaqgrani (2018), some Algerians consider them as an unbearable burden
that sprang far from their management, whilst others express a sense of humanity. As cited in
the same source, building random camps in the streets, as shelters, progressively establishing a
private African emirate under the recognition of their laws increased the spread of disease and
dirt. Thereafter, clashes between native inhabitants and IAl inflated particularly due to the
increase of crimes, theft and series of chaos, prompting residents to urge the authorities to expel

them to their countries.
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2.6 Social Stereotypes

Social stereotypes pertain to a prejudices framed upon a group of individuals, existing within
society. Such beliefs are constructed and generalized, neglecting the existence of individual
differences. Stereotypes leads to hostility towards an entire social group due to those beliefs
(Britannica, 2024). As IAI reside in Algeria as a community, they tend to be exposed to

stereotypes through the observations of Algerians.

2.6.1 Invasion

Invasion is considered one of the beliefs concerning SSA, arriving in arrays throughout
the entire country. According to Houam, a reporter at Shourouk newspaper (2022), African
Immigrants invaded Algerian streets, spreading randomly all over roads and public places. In
the same article, he asserts that they took of construction workshops, bridges and abandoned
places a shelter to spend their nights in. Moreover, Houam (2017) reports that African created
a shelter labelling it “Africa Town”, as their initial chaotic city in Al-Harash, Algeria, made of

worn and fabrics tents, where an entire tribe coming from Niger stays.

2.6.2 Competition for Jobs

The necessity to find a job to earn a living and pay life expenses, compelled IAl to work
for less wages to guarantee earning money. As cited by Houam (2017), to earn money those
Africans depend on begging during the day, and switch to trade of cleaning products during the
night. In addition, he affirms that they divide works and the money they earn to pay their living

expenses.

2.6.3 Source of Criminality

Illegal African Immigrants were considered, according to several news reports, as a

source of criminality. According to Sid Ahmed (2014), illegal African immigrants committed
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several criminality acts in different parts of the country. In the same source, he affirms that
inhabitants urge for their departure to preserve themselves from the devil exposed by those
Africans. Moreover, witnesses unveil that 1Al are considered a source for continuous crimes

occurring such as theft, violence, assault and various dangerous behaviors.

2.6.4 Source of Social Misconduct

Misconduct has been associated to illegal Sahel Africans in news reports, including
begins, dirtiness and social disturbance. According to Yahi (2021), waves of begins became a
remarkable phenomenon in the Algerian streets mostly conducted by children despite the law
prohibiting the practice of begging and imprisoning anyone committing this act. In the same
vein, Zamouche (2022) asserts that the phenomenon of begging had strongly spread in the
streets and even those beggars took new locations in addition to the usual ones, taking mosques
as a door for begging, after the disputes occurring between beggars and inhabitants. Moreover,
Kadri (2017) depicts that the living circumstances of illegal African refugees in Algeria

possessed no hygiene conditions where dirtiness existed.
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Conclusion

This chapter attempted to provide a comprehensible theoretical framework of social
semiotics and Illegal African Immigrants. It tackled first social semiotics as an investigation
theory, providing a well-constructed definition, paying attention to its development, association
to language, its major key concepts delved within its application. It also focused on three major
theories stemming from social semiotics; critical discourse analysis, intersectionality and
language as well as grammar visual design. Moreover, it clarified the existing phenomenon of
“Illegal African Immigrants in Algeria” through presenting a detailed overview on their
containment in Algeria including the various nationalities stemming from African Sahel. In
addition, it highlighted a variety of the causes and motives behind seeking asylum in other
countries and the challenges they encountered as well. Additionally, it provided a thorough
glance at their experiences in terms of containment in border countries to Algeria including
Libya, Tunisia and Morocco. As it demonstrated their image in Algeria covering both the social
perspective and the legal perspective, it ultimately displayed social stereotypes related to those
Africans. The subsequent chapter will discuss the methodological framework of the study
including, research design, analysis approach, data collection tool, analysis and discussion of

the findings.
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Chapter Two: Research
Methodology, Results, and Discussion



Introduction

The previous chapter tackled the theoretical framework of the study including its various
theories and the major notions pertaining to Social Semiotics and Illegal African Immigrants.
Whilst the current chapter is devoted to demonstrate the methodological processes, it
investigates the selected method to conduct the study, the tools of data gathering as well as
sampling and analysis. In addition, it provides a detailed overview pertaining to corpus

compilation, sample selection, method of analysis, and the results.

2.1 Research Methodology

The current study aims at analysing how IAl are represented in selected Algerian
newspapers. Thus, the nature of this research demonstrates that the descriptive method under
the qualitative approach is most appropriate to conduct the study since its objectives are
centered on depicting a particular state as being in the present. Critical Discourse analysis is

adopted as a tool of analysis in addition to Corpus-Based Approach as a data collection tool.

2.2 Research Design and Approach

As previously mentioned in the introduction, this research poses fundamentally
questions on the representation of illegal African immigrants as a community in selected
Algerian newspapers written in both Arabic language and French language as well as power
relations being delved within written discourse. Such research impetus requires an in-depth
analysis of discourse in order to infer outcomes responding to the main research questions being
posed. The nature of the research implies the necessity to opt for the Qualitative approach,
forming a descriptive design based on a Corpus-based approach to gather data since the study

deals with articles in accordance with Critical Discourse Analysis as a tool of analysis.

37



2.2.1 Corpus-based Approach

In simple words, corpus is the process of collecting a large number of representative
authentic written or spoken texts being established manually or electronically (Al-gamal, Ali,
2019). A corpus may serve as an effective tool dealing with studies investigating language use
and languages specific aspects (Rappen, 2022). Therefore, corpus is essential when
investigating issues or inquiries pertaining to language use. The possibility to address a broad
spectrum of language use based on corpus, puts this approach on the advantageous side, being
the essence of its theoretical framework to be applied on discourse. The study encompasses the
employment of newspapers articles to investigate the study, compilation of these newspapers
articles can be framed into a corpus that is based on the use of key words pertaining to the theme

being discussed to facilitate the relevance of the articles.

2.2.2 Critical Discourse Analysis

Fairclough (1995) contributes to the investigation of media language from the
perspective of Critical Discourse Analysis with one prominent framework, being convinced of
the linguistic and discourse nature of media power. In his perspective, he affirms that media
language can be tackled in different field of study including linguistics, sociolinguistics, and
semiotics. In the same line, Paniagua et al (2007), from their synthesis of Fraiclough’s book of
CDA, affirm that Social Semiotics has evolved from CDA. To approach the selected method of
analysis, CDA pertains to an approach which considers language as a social practice, striving
to unveil how power relations and ideologies are implied within. Dealing with Newspaper
articles, analyzing language use in order to provide reliable response to the questions of the
research, CDA is necessary to investigate the study since it require a textual analysis in relation
to society, which on its turn facilitates the process of illuminating 1Al portrayal that may be

marginalized through several discursive strategies employed within discourse.
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In regard to several CDA theories, the three dimensional model (3DM) of Norman
Fairclough was adopted in several similar studies based on the analysis of media press articles,
drawing reliable and valid outcomes from the examination. Such studies include Onay-Coker
investigating the representation of Syrian refugees in Turkish newspapers and El Alaoui and
Bernouss examining Migration issue on Hespress news articles. Thus, to provide precise criteria
based on which the analysis is made, the corpus is analyzed based on this dimensional theory.
The 3DM of Fairclough was divided into three major considerations: text (how text is
represented), discourse practices (dimension that including the process of production text and

consumption text), and sociocultural practice (dimension that is related to society).

Description

/ {text analysis)

Text production and /

consumption /
~

Text

—— Interpretation

Discourse practice {processing analysis)

—

/-/“
\\

e ——]

[ Explanation

(social analysis)

Sociocultural practice

Figure.1. Fairclough’s Three Dimensional Modal (3DM) (Dahl & Clancy, 2013).

Each of the dimensions demonstrated in the figure above refers to one area of analysis
commencing by surface structure to deep structure. It processes as the following:
1- Text Analysis (description): refers to the analysis of language use in a particular
discourse. It explores cohesion elements, lexis, and semantics.
2- Discursive practices (interpretation): also labeled as process analysis, referring to how a
text is generated, interrelation of its parts and the social context within which it was

constructed. It also includes the purpose, audience and the style of language.
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3- Sociocultural practices (explanation): explains how ideologies and power relations are
reflected in the production of language within discourse.

2.3 Corpus Compilation Process

As an initial step in collecting the corpus related to the study, a set of criteria were taken
into consideration to guarantee a systematic compilation. At the outlet, in order to ascertain the
representativeness of the corpus, Algerian newspapers in both Arabic and French were divided
into two major categories: independent (populist) and governmental (elitist), verifying the
availability and accessibility of archives both printed and online articles, afterwards selecting
the most widely read as well as the highest daily circulated ones. Thereafter, the compilation
spanned from 2014 to 2024 manually since the coming of 1Al in Algeria began by the end of
2013 which was considered oscillatory, yet in 2014, it witnessed an increasing movement.

As a matter of fact, newspapers articles can be illustrated in two major types, online
articles or print newspaper articles, thus both have a portion of emphasis in the study being
conducted. A primary research had been conducted for two months during August and
September 2023 to assure the applicability of the study grounded on articles derived from online
archives of newspapers official websites, involving both online published articles and printed
ones as well.

The compilation involved an extensive research on authentic articles, listing Algerian
newspapers names, including both state newspapers and private ones. The exploration was
based on keywords highlighted on headings of journals in Arabic and French language such as
“African refugees” “Illegal African Immigrants” and “African Nationals” to extract articles
associated to the previously mentioned community under examination.

3. Selection of the Sample
Purposive sampling, unlike random sampling was employed as a methodological tool

to accomplish the objectives of the present academic inquiry. Ensuing the compilation of the
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corpus, the selection is intended to obtain a set of various aspects where SSA are portrayed, in
multiple accessible governmental and independent newspapers on different spans starting from
2014 to 2024, in order to warrant the representativeness and the reliability of the sample.
The chart below demonstrates the selection of the sample for both state and private press:

Table.1 Arabic Newspapers compilation findings.

Newspaper name Printed articles Online articles Type of media
El Massaa 9 / State

El Shaab / 3 State

Sawt Al Ahrar / 1 Political

El Shourouk 3 2 Private

El Bilad / 2 Private

Al Tahrir / 1 Private

The chart above demonstrates the outcomes of corpus compilation, where all available
Algerian newspapers in Arabic language, both state and motivate, printed and online. Where 9
printed newspapers were found in EI Massaa archive, 4 were extracted from online articles.
Nevertheless, independent newspapers were demonstrated in 3 printed articles and 5 online
articles. As previously mentioned, the compilation was based on the availability of the archives.

Table.2 French Newspaper compilation findings.

Newspaper name Printed articles Online articles Type of media
El Moudjahid / 1 State

Le Matin / 3 Private

TSA / 2 Private
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The table above demonstrate the findings related to corpus compilation in French
language. As it displays, there was no access to written newspapers archives. However, there
exist accessibility to obtain online published article counted in 5.

4. Analysis of the Sample

The analysis adopts the 3D modal of Fairclough pertaining to CDA, incorporating
textural analysis, discursive analysis and social analysis. It is divided into three sections,
commencing with Arabic language media first by independent newspapers articles, followed
by governmental ones, culminating with newspapers written in French as an ultimate section.

4.1 Section 1. Analysis of Independent Newspapers Articles

The analysis encompasses 6 articles selected from various private newspaper according
to the relevance of the content. It encompasses two printed articles extracted two from EL
SHOUROUK newspaper, one online retrieved from El Biled newspaper, and the last one
pertains to Al Tahrir.

4.1.1 El Shourouk 1.

The article under examination, entitled “The African Refugees ... A Timing Bomb”
dated back to 7" of October, 2014, depicts the situation in which IAl live in Algeria and its
reflection in the Algerian society. The title is written in bold in front of an image illustrating
their living conditions. It is composed of five paragraphs, each of which depicts a particular
insight on their existence in Algeria including their living conditions, their way of earning
money, the way Algerians treat and consider them, and their experience with the National
Gendarmerie as well. In the summary paragraph, the linguistic choices frame African
immigrants as “A timing bomb threatening the safety and security of citizens and their
children”"aglilal 5 bl sall daSls 5 (el 2365 435850 418", Moreover, their living conditions were
described as “Inhuman” "4slwi) e"demonstrated in dirt, bad odor and poor condition for

laundry. In addition, the competition for earning money begging people on the streets was
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restricted to their children, as depicted “Children scramble around passershy
panhandling”"<@Buall o ally ¢35 )kl J g o s2dl01", Two contradicted witnesses were mentioned,
one praises residing in Algeria “he admires Algeria and living here” sLall 5 5l jall | )iS Cael”

"Lawhilst the other denounces his experience being exposed to racism. The fears of
neighborhood residents are increasing which confirm the fact that the event is going
continuously voicing their anticipation of violence, theft and assaults “They declared to
Shourouk that they fear the tendency of Africans to use violence or assaulting their kinds or
women as well committing crimes and theft in the future, obliging them to remain home.”, as
they added that they have daily quarrels with them. Medical terminologies were employed such
as Viruses, Cholera, Ebola and Tuberculosis as an aggravation danger threatening the safety of
citizens.

The article written by Ms Mejrab on Shourouk newspaper, was placed as an important
headline on the cover page of the newspaper as indicated in the appendices. It was situated in
Dar El Beida, tackling the daily routine of 1Al in camps. The framing was mainly negative
depending on storytelling, depicting the Algerians’ fears towards the existence of IAI and the
social issues they cause. In Addition, to support the depiction, the writer employed direct
quotations as witnesses. Imaginary language was utilized to create vivid images in the readers’
minds of 1Al experience in the Algerian society. It is dedicated to the public consumption, as
an attempt to raise their awareness towards the health and conditions of those immigrants since
highlighting warnings and fear of Algerians living there. Such depiction may be done to
provoke a reaction from authorities to take action and solve the problem, prioritizing the citizens
needs to have a safe and a secure environment on their land.

From a social perspective, the article sheds light on the plight SSA have been experience
in Algeria, including health issues, social misconduct and social responsibility towards this

community. It also demonstrates the efforts made by locals in order to solve the problem
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suffering from the lack of government support. There was an emphasis on violation of human
rights such as violence, commission of crimes and thefts, diseases, terror as well as racism, dirt
and miserable living conditions. Thus, the illustration of unsafety unveils the rejection of their
existence in the Algerian society due to negative issues they cause to Algerians.

4.1.2 El Shourouk .2

Another newspaper dealt with the black illegal immigrants is presented by EI Shourouk
newspaper which entitled “El Shourouk in the heart of African Refugees Ghetto in
Quarry”'"s_jasa (S48 Y i " e QB 8 55,80, 1t is under the supervision of the journalist.
Taher Halisi and photographed by an office in Batna. It is important to highlight that the
newspaper consists of two main topics about the presence of an entire tribe in Batna. At the top
of the article there is a word written in bold with an exclamation mark “Zindar”" )",
indicating the veracity of the presence of immigrants in Batna. It is supposed to attract the
attention of readers in order to discover facts about “Zindar tribe” "_lxi) 48", The subtitles
comprise at the beginning; “An entire Nigerian tribe flees to Batna”. "4l I 7 585 4lalS s juays dL8"
“Immigrants build a village with its mosques and shops in the capital of Aures” Osid O s_alee"
"osl ¥ deale gl s g Waala 4y 8, The reporter selected an image in black and white on the
left side of the article. It contains a title centered in the middle and the bottom of the picture;
“Al Shourouk journalist in contact with an African immigrant group” e sess Jaw 53 3 5 pill Asaa"
43,8 oaalll e, The picture entails a group of refugees interacting the journalist, which shows
several dirt houses and small tents on the background.

The first attracting paragraph entails a negative description of the living conditions, for
instance “A big hole” "s_xS 3 3", “The tragedy of migration” "s_s¢l sLula"and also described
the environment as a” misery” "c3d". It tells the readers that this group desire isolation from
any disturbance from the authorities and residents. The second paragraph describes in depths

the refugees, entitled “An African tribe in the heart of quarry and in front of public dump” "
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"Aae e Al Je B 55 a8 8l The reporter shows that the place is filthy with supplies for
dozens of refugees who were returning from daily begging trip. Women were carrying bottles
and buckets of water from the mosque. An old man was called “Babana” "U.lL"assisted
journalists in their inquiry because of since they could communicate in English. Black African
refugees live under daily pressure and fear of fraudsters. To ensure their security, majority have
appointed guard regiments to repel internal thieves and external deviants. The article entails the
invasion of Al since they established their own tribe with their own rules, depicting their
experience with Algerians which was centered in unacceptance and human sympathy through
their assistance.

The reporter’s style is distinguished by its rhetoric and informal tone including. In
addition to the local expressions, the reporter quoted particular speeches of streets of the
refugees to support the argument of dirtiness. Moreover, the reporter depends on storytelling to
depict 1Al living experience in Algeria as to provide the readers with vivid images. The
journalist emphasized a headline; “Misery is better than death and starvation or war!” s« sd\"
"wall 5 & sl e Jadl to indicate the danger of such living conditions and its moral abuse for
immigrants. Exemplification is also employed to support the depiction and its arguments.

Basically, African refugees are stripped of the major necessities of living such as health,
dignity, and education. Majority of illegal immigrants have chronic diseases and debts; “One
of them told us that he was unable to manage the amount of money to return to his homeland
despite his illness of the annoying hemorrhoid disease” " el alaall i (e ¢Sy al il anaal U il
" e el Jand sl (a pesdia e ey aiha g ) 32521l The reporter described the place of food as unclean
and that most buyers lie on the ground. It tells readers that refugees are experiencing hunger,
poverty and drought. All these stem for the idea of invasion, creating a name for their tribe and

their miserable living conditions depicts the Algerian society stance towards their presence.
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4.1.3 El Bilad.

In this online article pertaining to El Bilad newspaper, entitled “Algerian spends 20
million dollars to deal with the exodus of Africans™ "cxia ) = 5 3 Agal sl JY 53 G sala 20 (3855 i) Hall
"3 ,4Y), dated back to 23™ of April, 2018, IAI are represented from the legal perspective since
there exist bureaucratic language. It demonstrates the Algerian state stand towards IAl massive
entrance in its territory as it voices its concerns country’s security and safety. The director
responsible for Immigration in the Interior Ministry unveiled that receiving 500 illegal
immigrants every day is a threaten for the safety and stability of the state since there exist
external parties exploiting this situation to strengthen their grip on Algeria. He also elucidates
that their existence is no concern but what is implied behind being in large numbers. A sense
of precautions was implied within the spokesman discourse “Significant procedures are taken
into consideration to guarantee the security of the borders especially the southern ones where
there exists a steady increase in illegal immigration to be reduced in order to confront various

"9

problems with vigilance and mobilization of all capabilities” Jlexal ddla el jal CdA3) da Sall
OSay (5 sinnal Lgie 2all 5 ¢« due Sl 5 3 yagdl 5allal 1o jlacas Lol ) agdi il Ay giad) 3 gaad) LapsY 3 saall
"JISEY) Baatall JSLELD) dgal 5a 5 4len3, Moreover, it was clearly stated that the government objects
to any external interference in the internal affairs of the country which depicts the gravity of
the situation. Algeria also puts an emphasis on brotherhood and belonging to Africa by looking
after the miserable physical and psychological state of 1Al coming to Algeria. Still, the country
cannot open its door to all comers and does not take responsibility to the difficulty they
encounter in the desert of northern Mali or Niger.

This discourse tends to address the Algerian public and foreign observers since it
employs formal language. The type of discourse reveals that it is an official announcement may
be made for the public awareness. The purpose might be to announce the Algerian stance

towards the existence of illegal migration on its borders, the precautious measures taken to
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guarantee the security and safety of its people as well as the objection to foreign interference.
Also, the reporter quotes official’s speech to demonstrate an official declaration, as he depends
on statistics and argumentation through highlighting causes and effects to explain and predict
outcomes.

Through a societal lens, Algeria’s stance against foreign interference was justified
through referring to a historical event of external military interference in Mali and Libya,
standing as an independent national sovereignty. Moreover, Algeria depicts its measures
towards illegal immigration as cautious and vigilant to guarantee the security of its land, as it
illustrates the sense of brotherhood through a humanitarian stance, making an equilibrium
between the capacities of the state to take burdens of those immigrants and the country’s
security and safety.

4.1.4 Al Tahrir

Another selected independent news article that highlighted the invasion of black African
refugee is one of Al Tahrir newspapers entitled “African refuges in Algeria” & 43 &) 5 30"
"33, It was published on November 1th 2011, sponsored by Ahmed Didi and edited by Baya
Sakina. The title itself enlightens the readers concerning the latest dimensions and repercussions
in order to catch their attention toward the existence of illegal immigrants in the Algerian
community. In fact, it spotlights the tragic story of African refugees migrating from their lands
searching for appropriate living conditions in the north. The reporter started the review by
distinguishing migration in its both types; forced and voluntary. The majority of redundant
words indicated that refugees from different origins migrated as a consequence of wars and
deadly epidemics such as the plague. It stressed that Algeria was the first country to receive
immigrants from Mali and Nigger since it is considered a linking point between the Africa and
Europe. The news items highlight raising awareness through the selection of semantic terms for

instance mixed reactions, varied debates and questions.
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To discuss the dimensions of professionals’ speeches, the journalist relied on quoting
many conversations from elite groups, including Hassan Djilali, who is a professor of sociology
in Biskra university and Qaboosa Ali a professor of economics in ElI Wadi, as well as the
journalist and president of Al - Sanaa newspaper ElI Tohami Madjouri. According to the
analysis, illegal immigrants emerged as a result of civil war and cultural differences between
citizens. Readers will notice parts of speech are presented passively and is characterized by
religious stance and arguments. Language in first two paragraphs are combative and summative
to the immigrants’ issue.

The chosen words indicate that illegal immigrants stands as victims, in which they were
used as a trump card to attack Italy by El Kathafi. However, after the deterioration of security,
immigrants changed the destination to Algeria in order to destabilize its safety; including; “to
seek indirectness, cultural weakness, diseases, to control”. The journalist’s voice is indirect and
passively reported, for example “because in his view the issue is primarily a security matter “.
In addition to, the news items in the reported paragraphs are a set interrogations and justification
from university teachers.

The online article is written in simple language to local individuals to comprehend the
direct messages in media. This high local linguistic options assist readers to understand the
news appropriately and influence their perceptions. The reporter emphasized indirect speech
style especially in the last two paragraphs, for instance; “by saying ‘we have accompanied
several ..”, and the police governor goes to say, according to his saying human values ...”which
reflects the modality patterns and the comparable states presented by the reporter in passive
manner. Accordingly, the repetition of news items as “diseases, epidemics, illegally” o=l _<¥!"
"S5 e 54 gYlindicate the influence of Black African refugees. Moreover, the journalist’
voice appears in the selection of appropriate language specifically in the last paragraph; “So the

PR

migration of Africans is subject to everything due to their uneducated state” 4Li8 43 Y1 3 ;o 4"
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"e 5 US| am not afraid of migration, but rather we have to benefit” Lule Js <l jagll Calal Yy L
"¢ i o), The use of personal pronouns provides readers of the reporter’s own opinion in
subjective style. Moreover, reporter choose probability verbs to indicate the uncertainty of the
argument and to put the readers up to the incoming governments ‘actions.

The sub topics about refugees demonstrates varieties between acceptance and rejection
for the whole issue. Moreover, it confirms that Algeria adheres to the rules of respecting human
rights. It helps readers to realize main obstacles that face illegal immigrants which involve
cultural differences, language barriers and social classifications. In addition, the repetition of
ailments indicates the danger threatening Algerians health. The writer relies on a set of
professors specialized in sociology to provide arguments on Illegal African Immigrants in
Algeria. Moreover, he utilised comparison as a discursive strategy to demonstrate their image
in Algeria by exemplifying it to Libya and the existed wars due to foreign military intervention.

4.2 Section 2. Analysis of Governmental Newspapers

The analysis includes 6 articles selected from multiple state newspapers according to
the relevance of the content. It encompasses two printed articles extracted two from EL Massaa
newspaper, one online retrieved from El Shaab newspaper, and the last one pertains to Sawt Al
Abhrar.

4.2.1 El Massa (1)

The article entitled “Deporting approximately 470 Nigerian to their country” 4 8 Jas "
"aasly sai b ouay 470 dates back to 30" of September, 2015, depicts the conditions in which
Nigerian illegal immigrants were expulsed to their country. It was mentioned in that article that
they were living in a difficult situation of homelessness and their deportation took place with
cooperation with Niger, with its demand to protect her nationals and preserve their dignity. As
it depicted the state efforts to ensure the success of such operation, guaranteeing the safety and

comforts of Illegal Nigerians. Their mental and physical were taken into account since doctors
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and psychiatrists belong to the Red Crescent. What is contradicted to the fact that they had been
living in bad conditions, is that some Nigerians were frustrated with the decision of being
departed and still want to reside in Algeria.

The article under analysis depicts the how the Algerian authorities in cooperation with
its responsible sectors such as medical and security facilitated the process of deporting Illegal
African Nigerians. The writer Rashid employs simple formal language. It is dedicated to the
public consumption as well as foreign observers to illustrate the Algerian humanistic manner
in succeeding the procedure. Moreover, repetition of the reason behind their departure, as a
discursive strategy, entails the emphasis on the previously expressed idea of the reason behind
their departure. Cause and effects also are deployed to justify the government’ measure to
protect its country’s safety.

Demonstrating the firm positive stance of Algeria towards its neighboring countries was
illustrated in organizing the illegal Nigerian immigrants in best conditions, providing health
care, safety and supplies as well. Asserting that Nigeria did demand from Algeria to retransfer
its national to their homeland depicts that the Algerian government did not take any measure to
expel them, but rather was a demand from their country. The reason behind such request tends
to be negative in a way that those Nigerians were not privileged to be safe and preserve their
dignity.

El Masssaa (2)

The newspaper under analysis was presented by the national article of Al Massaa.
Concerning the issue of Illegal immigrants in Algeria which was titled “Unacceptable
statements and reckless disregard”" ) seie Sldiuly Al gia ne Cilsy pai" It depicts that Algeria
denounces the false accusations regarding the arbitrary and coercive deportation of black
Africans. These newspaper was dated on May 26, 2018. The most headlines that was

emphasised in the news items indicates that some institutions had violated the duty of accuracy
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and objectivity concerning the existence of refugees in Algeria .In addition to , the newspaper
consists of ten paragraphs , each paragraph deals with the most significant measures conducted
by the Algerian government to ensure the immigrants safety and to protect them from
persecution and internal conflicts. From a linguistic standpoint, African refugees were
presented as marginalized group due to the tragic conditions that leads to their inclusion. The
reporter showcases the illegal practices of immigrants including criminal networks that harm

the Algerian global security.

Most of paragraphs describe the guarantees provided by Algeria to fulfill the refugees’
needs of food, health and safety until their deportation, especially pregnant women and infants.
In addition to, the narrative voice appeared in highlighting the living conditions of this group
“Malians freely practice their various activities side by side with local populations” within the
framework of mutual respect, as well as daily donations to this group on the occasion of
Ramadan”Claall Sl ae cain M i & s JS ddliaal) agihadil "0y g jlay O sallad) ™ 6l jia) k) 8"
" Jalsall, The latter was contrasted by objective statements, in which despite all the economic
development and the investment to trade flourish through integrating illegal immigrants in work
positions. However, the immigrant’s presence caused many social conflicts and instability in
terms of the noticeable increase of terrorism and social phenomenon. The livelihood of refugees
has recently been characterized by an increasing rate of organized crime, drug and weapons
traffickers. The social and medical terminology has been used to present the extent of the

turmoil of deportation, the physical abuse and the verbal violence experienced by immigrants.

The article was written by Ms Malika in Al Massaa national newspaper, occupying a
significant position on the main page with a direct and official title. It depicts the government’
dissatisfaction concerning the wrong accusations regarding the current situation of illegal
immigrants, especially after the rise of riots and crimes in recent years. This newspaper is

directed to the public consumption internally and externally. It is an attempt to raise attempt
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awareness regarding the existence of refugees by respecting the measures of deportation, health
and security during their stay in Algeria. The article is the act that attracts the authorities to
change negative public perception and to reduce the political risks of illegal immigrants. Such
presentation provokes the Algerian government to find solutions to issue of Black African

refugees.

From social practices standpoint, the article highlights the different experiences and
circumstances of African refugees, involving health security, the public responsibility from the
residents toward their society. The article illustrates the tremendous efforts of the Algerian
national authorities to reduce the negative impact of illegal immigrants on local community.
The local audience lack awareness concerning the fact that Algeria is targeted by external
enemies to undermine the sovereignty and security of the state. The ultimate focus was on the
state’ strictness and responsibility in dealing multiple social practices caused by illegal
immigrants as crimes, physical diseases and violence which lead them to racism and social
rejection. That is, illegal immigration is a source of corruption, where Algeria is devoted to

create a regular social strategic to solve the issue

4.2.3 El Shaab

The article under analysis, titled “A continuous increase in the number of Africa
Immigrants in Algeria”" ) jal 8 48 81 48) )ali" sac b yaive ¢8I Was dated to 16th December
2021. The article conveys facts about the continuing rise of refugees and experts warming
of waves from African countries .The title of the article was written directly on the top of the
article, in which it illustrates a warming to the authorities to reduce this social and political
phenomenon .In addition, It consists of four paragraphs with integrated meaning , as it dealt
with Africans into cross-border criminal approach, the horrific increase in numbers and children
in begging acts. Multiple deportation strategic required to reduce Illegal immigration in the

summary paragraph, the reporter selected appropriate forms to frame African immigrants as a
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threat to the security of Algeria, especially after the wide spread. However, the reporter presents
the illegal immigrants experiences and living conditions in marginalized terminology, including
“its connection to the organized crime”"ialaiall das jalls 48 A3 A 3N ye 3 jagll 48D “daily

begging of children”"JukY) J 3", as well as “illegal trade” “"aue ,all e 3 jladl),

Social activities are not limited to theft and assassination attempts, but also the article
showcases that also children begging in streets may exposes them to various epidemics and
transfer infections to the Algerian classes. The reporter of Al Shaab newspaper declared that
Algeria counted more 10,000 illegal immigrants of African nationality who were arrested
during the year 2021. All the aspects illustrated in the article threaten the security of the
Algerian citizens, especially due to the spread of respiratory diseases that was caused by African
children during their journey searching for food and money. Different discursive strategies were
employed to convey the message and to shape the audience understanding. Exposition through
the use of statistics was present to clarify the ideas. Moreover, argumentation is demonstrated

through the use of experts’ opinions, explanations and analogies.

The article was written by Sayeh Yousef from the national newspaper Al-Shaab depicts
the increase situation of great number of illegal immigrants in Algeria and danger consequences
that impact the country ‘global safety. The newspaper was presented to the national and public
audience to ensure awareness toward the illegal practices of immigrants in the Algerian
community. The reporter’ representation aims to attract the government ’attention to foster the

political and social strategies to avoid more immigrant’s waves.

Regarding the social perspective, the article demonstrates many factors that cause a
higher increase of refugees, as well as the risks that negatively impact safety of the state. The
focusing point is on the importance of altering the authorities of the worsening situation
concerning their social damage. Hence, it provokes Algeria for taking appropriate measures to

fight this phenomenon rationally. Moreover, the reporter illustrates their impact in providing
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actual demonstration including; crimes, smuggling and drugs of all types across borders. For
this reason, a high degree of seriousness is conducted, which requires the Algerian government

to impose harsh penalties controlling the internal borders from illegal migration.

4.2.4 Sawt Al Ahrar

The extracted article is derived from Sawt Al Ahrar, an Algerian political newspaper,
carrying the title “This is how brown mafia smuggles alms from Algerians” Lilall ¢ j¢3 1aSa"
"Omoil el s ¢l jendl, The reporter depends on Algerian dialectical expressions used by a
female to earn money, begging passengerby, such as “May god protect you, I am sick” <llay 4"
"iay e Ul “Help me™"Ssie" “Give me Sadaka (alm)”"4dxa ke, He also describes her
condition fleeing from her village in north Mali by “Holding her worries” "« sa8 Jas3", “sadness
transfigured” "o a0 Axi"“No choice but waiting for any passerby” as) JUsiil (5 su Led JLAY"
"s_lllindicating the harsh situation she has been living in. He also affirms that seeking empathy
was her means to gain money. Adding further details, he depicts that female named
“princess”"uumsi " as an example for most African refugees living in Algeria, demonstrating
their begging as serving gang’s spoil and criminal networks without the awareness of Algerians.
Subsequently, the writer expresses a sense of sympathy towards 1Al coming from Mali, Niger
and Nigeria, depicting their right to have a good life, which was violated in their country,
compelling them to seek a safe haven undergoing a harsh journey. As he asserts that the
phenomenon is remarkable, where some could get employed, and others had begging is the only
choice, being exposed to exploitations from networks of embezzlement, constructing an image

of exploitation and plunder existing in Algeria.

The writer Nab employs a simple comprehensible form of language, involving both
formal and informal tone, using dialectical expressions as well as formal language. The article
is dedicated to the Algerian people to raise their awareness towards the plunder occurring to

their money which is intended to be granted for charity. As it may attempt to attract the
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authorities’ attention in order to find a solution for the present dilemma since it has capacities
to combat these exploitative networks. Narration and storytelling, as two main startegies,

depicted the experience of 1Al through the exemplification of one female begging.

From a social perspective, the article implies the absence of invigilation of those IAl in
Algeria, depicting the sympathy of people towards those Africans can be taken advantage of

through illegal affairs such as looting and exploitation of African refugees living condition.

4.3 Section 3. Analysis of Newspapers Written in French Language

The following section tackles 3 main online articles under analysis, one belonging to the state
newspaper EI Moudjahid, the two other ones are taken from the private sector of media, TSA

and LE MATIN.

4.3.1 El Moudjahid

The article pertains to a state newspaper labelled EL MOUDJAHID, entitled “Hadjout:
A center for welcoming African refugees before their repatriation” “Hadjout: Un centre pour
l'accueil des réfugiés africains avant leur rapatriement”. It dates back to the 05" of December,
2014. The article tackles the procedure the Algerian government stressed on in order to ensure
favorable circumstance for Nigerian Refugees departure. This process included 89 Nigerian
residing in Tipaza, Algeria. As the author affirms that there was a commission taking
responsibility for the procedure, he also insists on the request of Nigeria to repatriate its
nationals, which was accepted by the Algerian government taking all the necessary measures

to preserve their dignity until their arrival to their home country.

The author employs simple language with discursive devices demonstrating a position
of confidence and conviction “the same sources insisting on.” “la méme source insistant sur..”,
others to showcase assertion “affirmed the same source.” “ont affirmé la méme source”and

others to illustrate the protection of human values such as “respect for dignity.” “le respect de
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la dignité”. He refers to the speech of the responsible for the operation of illegal Nigerian
refugees’ departure to consolidate the stance for the provision of a smooth running of the

procedure as to protect them as well.

From a political perspective, the author clarifies the Algerian state stance towards the
existence of illegal Nigerian immigrants, coming from the African Sahel, on its lands. The
article indicates a sense of humanitarianism expressed by the Algerian government with
Nigerians departure, appointing a committee to warrant all good conditions for their
repatriation. Such consideration pictures the Algerian state as country respecting refugees and
preserving their rights as human beings. In addition, it sheds light on Algeria being a host
country for refugees since it highlighted the reason of their departure as requested by their
homeland, Nigeria. On it turn, the request was accepted since there exist respect and

brotherhood of the two countries, belonging to the same continent, Africa.

4.3.2 Le Matin

The article under examination is extracted from a private newspaper called “Le Matin”.
It is referred to through the heading “Migrants: Police raid in the streets of Algiers.” “Migrants:
rafle de la police dans les rues d’Alger”. The author refers to an association named “RAJ” in
French, pertaining to the youth action Rally in English, releasing a press related to the arrests
and expulsions of Illegal African immigrants in Algeria. He describes the incident through
expressing clearly that the raid targeted nearly 1.400 Sub-Saharans, taken to a youth camp in
Zéralda, organized by authorities to transfer them on buses to Tamanrasset for possible
departure. The reason behind this was linked to the latest clashes between inhabitants of Dely
Ibrahim and sub-Saharan immigrants 5 days preceding the process. The article carries the RAJ
concerns about the remarkable rise of violence and racisms acts towards IAl. As a reaction,

RAJ considers this operation as a violation of immigrants’ rights and Algeria’s international
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commitments. This association also voiced its demand to ensure its security, respect and

perseverance of their rights, putting an ending point to such operations.

The article entails the voice of one of the Algerian associations whose main objective is
defending the human rights, as well as raising awareness of social problems. The RAJ is
considered the actor in this article, expressing their standpoint towards the expulsion of 1Al in
Algeria. The language used is simple with cohesion of a stretch of ideas to express their stance.
It also refers to a clash occurring between inhabitants and 1Al on 26" of November.2016 whilst

the raid occurred on the 1% of December of the same year.

From a social outlook, the article demonstrates the intention of authorities to look after
immigrants and send them to the frontiers heading back to their home countries. The operation
occurred following the previously mentioned confrontations which may be the reason behind
such departure process. Clashes can be demonstrated as a picture of conflict between both parts

denoting unacceptance as a community in the Algerian society.

4.3.3 TSA

“Fight against illegal African immigration: Algeria faces its contradiction” is the
heading of the title under analysis. It is retrieved from TSA, a private Algerian newspaper,
dating back to 09" of April, 2019. The article tackles the examination of the Algerian report by
the committee for the protection of Migrants rights. The writer includes a reference to The
minister of interior speech demonstrating the Algerian stance in departing IAl preserving all
their rights with “Strict respect”. As he affirms that the issue is dealt from a security perspective.
In addition, negative connotations were associated with IAI, under the sub heading “National
security” where they were represented as being used as an object of increasing hostility from
large part of public opinion, a threaten to the security of the country “would be threatened by

those illegal immigrants”. “Lutte contre 1I’immigration clandestine: 1’Algérie face a ses
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contradictions”, behind home there exist networks of smugglers, linked to criminal activities
including drug and trafficking. Yet, contradiction of stances was illustrated through the
declaration of The general director of national security, stating that the link of 1Al to crimes in
Algeria was marginal and insignificant. Besides, it was demonstrated that departing those
Africans does not solve the problems of smuggling despite their increasing number (15000
attempts per month). The writer stresses on one insight being repeated, that the fight against
illegal immigrants is pertained to international legality and that illegal Africans dignity being

expelled and arrested is totally respected.

The article is rich with political jargon including direct speeches of the state
representatives including minister of interior and the general director of national security in
addition to a factual reporting style. They both explained the stance of Algeria as well as
providing reasons behind it procedures towards IAl. It addresses both public and abroad

observers. It employs statistical data accredited by the state.

According to the social context the article is centered on, national security and the
protection of human rights were correlated. The discussed issue pertains to immigration and its
influence of the sovereignty and the safety of the country. Algerian state standpoint the
existence of 1Al, was viewed from a security perspective where the stability of the country was
prioritized as well as taking into consideration the protection of human rights to demonstrate its

respect for international human rights norms.
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5. Discussion of the Findings

This study investigated the representation of Illegal African Immigrants in selected
Algerian newspapers. It examined newspapers in its both types and formats; independent and
governmental, printed and online, taking into consideration their print in both Arabic language
and French language, selecting a sample varied of both categories. Stemming from the analysis
of the selected articles, it was found that there exists a distinction in terms of linguistic strategies
and choices between populist and elitist newspapers, as well as printed and online articles. As
for the ideologies and power relations employed within media press tend to imply intentions far

beyond what words carry as meaning.

In comparison to governmental newspapers, independent printed discourses employ a
straightforward language, employing a direct expressions of events. It frames SSA situation
mostly with pejorative, offensive, and tragic lexis, use of metaphors, the combination of
dialectical language and the standard one. Contradicted to the private sector of press media,
elitist discourse depends on formality, similes to refer to a phenomenon as well as technical

political jargon, being purposeful and appropriateness.
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Table.3 Repeated lexis associated to Illegal African Immigrants in the selected newspapers.

Lexis Private media State media
Threat 2 1
Corruption nets 3 7
Begging 2 3
Disease 3 1
Crimes 2 1
Hunger and poverty 2 /
Dirt 5 /
Violence 1 /

The chart above demonstrates the lexis associated with Illegal African Immigrants in
their depiction within Algerian Newspapers. It demonstrates the difference between the
reference mentioned in the private media and the state one. The lexis was categorized according
the to the theme it pertains to as nouns and adjectives. The chart indicates pejorative depiction

was stimulated in populist press more than the elitist one.

Table.4 Types of discursive strategies employed in independent newspapers and government

newspapers.
Newspaper type Type of discursive strategy
Independent Storytelling, argumentation (use of statistics and experts opinions),
speech quotation, hedging and refutation (opposing viewpoints).
Governmental Argumentation (use of official’s declarations), comparison,

exemplification, cause and effect, speech quotation and problem-

solution.
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The chart above demonstrates the types of discursive strategies employed in both private
and state media. Independent media employed storytelling as a method to narrate 1Al
experience in Algeria, quoting their speech in addition to the Algerian Inhabitants’. Moreover,
it also expressed opposing viewpoints between unacceptance of those SSA and a sense of
sympathy towards them. Governmental media relies on argumentation where officials’
declarations were quoted, comparison of the Algerian stance to other countries’ and providing

solutions to problems pertaining to 1Al

Taking into consideration the references and speeches implied within media discourse,
two major points were observed. On one hand Private media depended on a mixture between
Algerian nationals’ voice and a portion was granted to Al to share their experiences residing
in Algeria. On the other hand, state media relied most on the governmental voice concerning
the presence of those Africans in its lands, putting emphasis majorly on its standpoint between

the security of the country and its political responsibility belonging to Africa.
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Table.5 Coding scheme representing how IAl are portrayed on both the social perspective

and the legal perspective.

Perspective Code Frequency Theme
Social Perspective ~ Chaos. 9 Social Disturbance
Assaults/Violence. 11 Criminal Behaviour
Dangerous diseases. 6 Danger on health
Legal Perspective Threatens the safety 9 Danger on safety
and security of the
country.
Military intervention 3 Exploited as victims
and External
conspiracy.
Exploited in begging 5

The chart above demonstrates how IAl are portrayed from both the social perspective

and the legal perspective through a coding scheme. SSA are viewed as social disturbance,

danger on health and a source of criminality. Whilst on the legal perspective, they are depicted

as a danger on the country’s safety as well as being portrayed as victims being exploited.

Concerning the depiction of 1Al, dependent media majorly takes a stable rational stance

towards their existence on its lands, considering itself a host country, expressing a responsible

humanitarian act towards these refugees as a sense of brotherhood and belonging to the same

continent, Africa as it voices its endeavor to ensure Algeria’s security due to the power of media

in changing perceptions. In contraction, independent media takes various standpoints in its

depiction, sometimes contradicted between positive and negative, taking into consideration all

the social issues existed in relation to their presence, mostly in a negative perspective, voicing
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Algerian people’s concern and rejection of such community living within their society. Such
standpoints were depicted according to people’s witnesses and complaints and sights of the
living phenomenon since it is noticeable. These urges were delivered through employing

repetition as well as intensification in order to attract the authorities.

Providing an answer to a previously posed question is dedicated to social stereotypes.
There exists a consensus on generalized social beliefs on 1Al. Most social stereotypes were
represented in Independent media, providing witnesses from both Algerians as well as IAl.
Those stereotypes include criminality, social disturbance, competition for jobs, begging and

dirt. Nevertheless, government media entailed less depiction on the populist beliefs of 1Al.

According to the outcomes of data analysis, it was remarkable that independent media
employed indirect intention for its depiction to address the authorities depicting the suffering
of the Algerian inhabitants dealing with those Africans. State media depends constantly
employs direct declarations of the state representatives, in contrast, private media rely on
witnesses from both refugees and Algerians, assigning the largest portion of voice to Algerians
whilst SSA were occasionally marginalized. As for print newspapers in French, it mostly
depicts they departure from the legal perspective in addition to the social issues they cause. As

it expresses a sense of humanitarianism towards Al to preserve their rights.

6. Recommendations for Future Research, Implications and Limitations

Based on the results of the conducted study, this section suggests some recommendations for
future research and its implications as it enumerates the study limitation encountered during the

study.
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6.1 Recommendations for Future Research

The present research aims at the exploration of Illegal African Immigrants
representation, as a community in selected Algerian Newspaper. Accordingly, there exists
strong endeavors for future research, deepen the analysis or create new insights on similar
studies. To initiate, the study can be profoundly investigated as an ethnographic research
conducting an in-depth analysis of their experience in Algeria. Moreover, a comparative study
can be conducted in relation to race, identity and cultural practices, involving African refugees
and another community in Algeria such as Syrian and distinguishing between the experience
both communities had in Algeria in terms of the mentioned cultural aspects. Following the same
research method, it is highly recommended to apply critical discourse analysis on the
representation of lllegal Algerian Immigrants in French newspapers. Such study may involve
interviewing those Algerian concerning their experience and have in depth comparison to what

is depicted in media and their narratives.

6.2 Implications

The study carries crucial implications in the field of linguistics precisely sociolinguistics and
ethnography studies. The provision of a detailed overview of a particular community within
society will pave the way towards a better understanding for detailed ethnographic research on
the depicted phenomenon. As in the current study, Illegal African Immigrants, as a group of
individuals, were tackled from different perspectives, socially and politically constructing a
comprehensible overview of the motives behind leaving their homelands and seeking stability
in other countries. Such study can be implemented modules such as Concepts in Humanities
where identity, ethnic groups and cultures are tackled. In addition, from a sociolinguistic point
of view, it presents how power relations and ideologies are implied within media, both printed

and online discourse, governmental or independent. As it entails a sense of depiction pertaining
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to social stereotypes, providing a clear image of their existence in discourse depicting the reality

of societies.

6.3 Limitations

It is worth to mention that this research has encountered several stumbling blocks and
limitation, initially with archives related to corpus compilation. This constraint restricted our
research on only the available archives be it printed or online. Moreover, on some websites
including Ennahar and EI Khabar newspapers, there existed the bottom of archives, yet it was
inaccessible and blocked once attempting to open the file, as for the oneline published articles
were somehow unavailable in other newspapers such as El Massaa and ElI Modjahid.
Consequently, the sample of the corpus has been curtailed and restricted to the available
archives portion that could be accessible. Furthermore, finding resources pertaining to the
literature review consumed a considerable amount of time as the study countered source

scarcity.
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Conclusion

The present study aimed at analyzing the representation of Illegal African Immigrants
in selected Algerian newspapers. Based on the data obtained through the application of CDA,
examining the selected newspapers article, online and printed, in Arabic language and French
language, it can be concluded that Illegal African Immigrants were mostly depicted as groups
rather than individuals, being considered an immersed community existing in the Algerian
society. Despite the representation of stances stemming from humanity and the perseverance of
human rights, from a social perspective, they were depicted as a burden and a danger threatening
Algerians, as from the legal perspectives, they were represented as a threaten of the country’s
security, sovereignty and safety. At the same time, the obtained results revealed that state media
discourse tends to be responsible and careful since it declarations are regarded from a political
perspective where it depicts its image for national organization, possessing political relations
with foreign countries, carrying the issue within its sensitivity in politics. Nevertheless, private
media inclines to possess a sense of freedom in its depiction since it targets the public
consumption, still it adheres to the underlined governmental regularities of media discourse and
speech, undergoing its censorship from the government as it employs indirect strategy to

address the authorities.
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General Conclusion

The existence of “refugees” worldwide indicates a prolonged journey motived through
several circumstances that forced individuals to feel their homelands and head to other
countries, particularly border countries, to guarantee a better living conditions as well as
preserving their rights as human beings. This phenomenon has earned a secure portion of
interest and attention from social researchers, especially those specialized in ethnographic
research, to depict their experience in countries they sought asylum in. The present study was
framed upon a similar case involving Illegal African Immigrants in Algeria, focus mainly on

their representation in selected Algerian newspapers, based on social semiotic analysis.

The current research targets the representation of African Asylum Seekers in Algeria,
paying attention to the various discourse and linguistic strategies, distinguishing between the
depiction of state media and private press, to examine power relations implied within media
discourse. Corpus-based approach was employed as a data gathering tool, collecting Algerian
newspapers in both Arabic and French languages, online and printed discourse, state and private

media for the sake of the representativeness of the corpus and the reliability of the research.

In light of the analysis, the findings align with Lamari and Mahfouf (2020) where they
investigated the representation of Haragas in foreign newspapers, resulting in a negative
unfavorable representation of those illegal immigrants. The results indicate that 1Al were
represented as a threat of the Algerian security and stability on the legal perspective, whilst on
the social perspective they were regarded as a burden negatively influencing their daily life
being a source of social disturbance in several forms including begging, dirtiness, crimes, and
the spread of disease. In terms of linguistic and discursive strategies, the result entails a

difference between state discourse and private discourse where the former tends to be careful
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and responsible since it forms a position in political relations. The latter, in turn, possesses a

sense of freedom in its depiction, yet it still undergoes the censorship of the state.

In short, the current study presents an investigation of a phenomenon that is of high
importance since it depicts the reality of a community existing within a quite different society.
The present research provided valuable compensable insights on the investigated phenomenon.
Moreover, the results can be the starting point of a new research investigation pertaining to the
same field of study, particularly in ethnographic research, constructing an account for this

community culture.
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Article.5: EL Massa.1 deporting approximately 470 Nigerian to their country.
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Article.6: EL Massai.2 unacceptable statements and reckless disregard.
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Article.8: Sawt Al Ahrar this is how brown mafia smuggles alms from Algerians.
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Actualité L'événement Economie Monde Société Culture Sports Tamaziyt o Q=

Ence moment #Abdelmadjid Tebboune  #Sahara Occidental  #Agression sioniste  #Algérie-Palestine  #Ghaza  #Palestine

=+ Vous Stes Bur : Ac

Hadjout : Un centre pour l'accueil des réfugiés africains avant
leur rapatriement

il ¥ Inf mn continu » Hadjout : Un cantre pour M'sccued des réfugis africaing avant leur mpatrismeant

[[] MFo BN conTn Les services de la wilaya de Tipasa ont aménagé un centre dans la ville de Hadjout INFO EN CONTINU

pour accueillir provisoirement les réfugiés africains, en prévision de leur 21:23  Trois terroristes neutralisés 3
Chilef et 3 Bordj Badji Mokhtar :
Saignée dans les rangs des
«Toutes les conditions sont réunies» au niveau du centre d'accueil «des groupes terroristes au Sahel

rapatriement vers leur pays d'origine, a-t-on appris hier auprés de ces services.

ressortissants africains de nationalité nigérienne résidant a Tipasa et au nombre de 21:33  Prix du Sommet mondial de la
.. - : R .- . : société de 'information :
89 personness, precise la méme source avant de souligner I'mstallation mercred: L'Algérie, lauréate pour 2024
dernier d'une commission de wilaya chargée du suivi du dossier. Le gouvernement ) )

20:51 Centrafrique : Les populations ont

du Niger avait formulé une demande pour le rapatriement de ses ressortissants besain de protection

résidant en Algérie. Une demande qui a été acceptée par le gouvernement algérien, 20:51  Mavire-ambulance Ocean Viking :

. " .- - 41 migrants secourus
ont affirmé les mémes sources insistant sur la prise de toutes les mesures pour le

20:50 Crise en Haiti : Inquigtude sur la

rapatriement des Nigériens dans un cadre fraternel et dans le respect de la dignité A
securité alimentaire

jusgu'a leur arrivée dans leurs villages natals. .
20:50 Afrique du Sud : début du vote

pour les Elections législatives

Article.9: EL Moudjahid hadjout a center for welcoming African refugees before their

repatriation.
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Le Matin d’Algérie
Le mal des débats et des S

Algérie Abdelaziz Bouteflika Pouvoir Franc

E . 3 Actuslité Algérie Politique Algérie-France Débats Culture C

B Communigques & Le Matin 04D )16 - 14:38 @ 16513 - (2)

Migrants : rafle de la police dans les rues d’Alger

Le rassemblement action jeunesse (LA

}a rendu public le communigque suivant

concernant les arrestations et expulsions de réfugiés africains en Algérie.

de 1400 migrants et réefugiés subsahariens parmi eux des enfants, des femmes,
et des demandeurs d'asile, emmenés vers un camp de jeunes a £Zé&ralda o les
autorités ont entamé leur transfert dans des bus 8 Tamanrasset pour une

evenmuelle expulsion.

Ajoutant a4 cela les derniers affrontements entre les habitants de Dely |brahim

et les migrants subsahariens la nuit du samedi 26 nowvembre 20706.
Face & cette situation;

Le RAl exprime son inguietude face la recrudescence des actes de wviolence et
de racisme & I'égard des migrants subsahariens dans une société qui a tant
souffert de I'indigénat.

Le Al condamne avec énergie cette opération d'humiliation gui constituse une
grawe wiolation des droits des migrants et des engagements internaticnaux de

‘Algerie.

Le Al demande 'arrét immeédiat de ce genre d'opérations et Interpelle les
pouvairs publics sur leurs responsabilitgés d'assurer la séourité, de respecter et
de garantir les droits des migrants conformément aux standards internaticonaux

des droits humains.

RA) exprime sa solidarit€ aux migrants et migrantes et réitére son attachement

au orincice de la libertg€ de circulation de persconnes.

Article.10 : LE MATIN Migrants Police raid in streets of Algiers.
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Lutte contre I'immigration clandestine : l'Algérie
face a ses contradictions

Clctua b @ tann ps rdad P WG Fd Stesadbart OF Lovrll 2018 & 1441
E = @
I e Comitée pour la protection des droits de tous les travaillsurs migrants e
devait examiner, o= lnndi g avril, le rapport présenté par Ualsérie. Cet TSl
examen intervient dans un contexte margué par de fortes critigques ] Pourguol lefosss s= creuse entre la
émamnant des ONG de défense des droits de 'Homme. Qu'en est-il France et le ronde srabe
reellement = D Equipe dllgdrie : Mahrez sbsent

i la liste de Pethowic

Chague jour, oo tentatives d’endrées illégales sur le territoire national sonit
PAlnlstre marccalne et patron

enregistrées aux frontiéres sud du pays. Le chiffre &tait désvoilé le 29 mars 3 australlen - scandale retentlssant
dernier, par Noureddine Bedoui, Le ministre de I'Intérienr. qui répondait & s betaroc
uns gquestion d'un sénateur sur les mesures prises par le gouvernement A

pour la prise en charge de ces migrants, a fourni un autre chiffre : IAlgérie
a rapatrié 27000 migrants subsahariens vers leurs payvs d'origine ces trois
derniéres années. L'opération se poursait « dans le cadre du strict respect
des droits de I'Honume, en dépit de ce qui se dit et s"&crit dont le but est de=
ternir I'image de I'Algérie », a-t-il ajouts.

Ces déclarations du ministre résuwment 3 elles senles la politigue algérienns
en la matiére : la gquestion de la misration illézsale et traités
eszenticllement d'un point de vue sécuritaire par les autorités anvec des
expulzions massives de migrants subsahariens vers les frontiéres sud du
pays

En plus des expulsions, depuis 2014 et le début des difficultés financiéres
dans le pays, les migrants subsahariens sont Pobjet d une hostilite
croissante d'une large part de Popinion publique.

S&curité€ nationale

=3

SEcuritE naticomals

IDans leur lotte comdre Mimamidesration illésals. les antoritées imroouoenit
systematigunernsemnt la préeservation de la souverainets et de la saoarits
naticonals gqui seraient menacdes par o=s misrants ill€ésaunx derriér=s lesgusls
= trowreraient des réssanx de passeurs. eux—1mmEmes lies a d'auires activitss
crimmimnelles tel gne Ile trafic Afarmees et de drosnae.

Zi l'inguistmde des autoritess guant ausw reseaucsy de passsurs est
comprehensible et lémititms, aun va des importantes quantités d'armes
déecounvertes réernliéremment par VAP dans le Sied du pases. le dowte subsiste
rar conftre sur la menace que les micrants illésans sux—-mEmes
representersient pounr la sScnritd mationale. Le DMirectesuir sS&ndral de 1a
Siarsts naticomnale, e sendral-mmajor Shdslghani Hamel, avait had-mnSrme
deciare en juillet o1 guoe 1la part des mmwgprands dans les affaires Hées a8 1a
crimmgimnalite en Aleerie Shait marginale, woire insignifiantes.

Alors., pourguood ces expulsions massives an nom de la déefenss de la secnrits
naticomals 7

Audmettons gue le caloul des autorites soit de dSconraser les candidats
pobtemntisls & Mimrmbdsration cddandestine de rejioindrs PPalossrie, &t par 1a de
redirdre e mombres de personmes suscepiibles de passer par les réeseanx de
traite de=s misrants afin dempéEcher in fine ces réscanux dacter wers
IFaleéEris. Mais e chiffre dé&voild par e mainistre d=s PIntédricnr ds soo
tentatives jouurmaliéres A enfrées illSgales =nir le territoire par les fronmbbHseres
spd (soit 1= o000 tentativres par meoi=s) meontre gqoe mnalsrs les empulsions,, oS
reseauw dermenrent actifs_

Far m@illsurs. les réssans de passeunrs peunsveant trés hien &tre sollicitées
directement par les terroristes ensx—meEnses pour faire entrer des armes on
des homnees sur le territoire alsdrien. Antrement dit. Voption sS&curitairs et
repressimre dans 1= traitement de Pimmmidsratiomn cddamsdestines a trarvrers des
arrestations et des enpulsions de masse e regle pas le problEmnse des
ressalw de passaEllrs.

Article.11: TSA Fight against Illegal African Immigration : Algeria faces its contradiction.
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Résumé

L'Algérie, en tant que pays d'Afrique du Nord, avec un littoral mediterranéen, étant le plus grand
pays d'Afrique et possédant un intérieur désertique saharien, était considérée comme l'un des
pays d'accueil les plus attractifs pour les réfugiés et les demandeurs d'asile venant du sud. Les
réfugiés africains, comme l'appellent les Nord-Africains, traversant les frontieres sahariennes,
ciblaient également I'Algérie pour gagner leur vie et la considérer comme un pays d'accueil.
Cette étude présente une enquéte descriptive sur la représentation des réfugiés africains illégaux
dans une sélection de journaux algériens. L'échantillon de I'étude a porté sur les deux types de
journaux, indépendants et gouvernementaux, imprimés et en ligne, en langue arabe et en langue
francaise de 2014 a 2024, en s'appuyant sur une approche basée sur le corpus pour garantir une
collecte systématique de données conformément a l'analyse critique du discours. un outil
d'analyse. En outre, les résultats de 1’étude indiquent que les immigrants africains illegaux
étaient dépeints dans une image socialement et juridiqguement défavorable, étant considérés
comme une menace pour la sécurité de I’Etat et un fardeau pour la société algérienne. En
conclusion, il démontre les relations de pouvoir et les stéréotypes sociaux impliqués dans les

médias sous sa forme gouvernementale et indépendante.

Mots-clés : Immigrants africains illégaux, Analyse critique du discours, Approche basée sur

les corpus, Sémiotique sociale, Journaux.

95



uadle
ALl 13 L gia ale| JS3E dadae ¢l jaaa s dans siall (an) el e Jhae Jalus éddy 81 A1 5T a5 5all )
Y5 O e pgilin GOER) oo salll s s e DU oo Led S ¢ V) An ) (e Wlama aly s
o34 a3 (el Aadl Cias) 3 3all £ ol agdan 5 0 gaal) jae ()58 Gl A g A8 Y sl agale (sl Lo (iU
g Sall 5 Alisall Gl Lgie 3 jlide 4y il 30 ya 3 pue il e 3851 Cpaa S il 8 Ldea 5 lagas 4 0l
le il el e Ao Vb 2024 ple (M 2014 ple (o A il 5 A yad) Gelll o IS A SV 5 A adal
0288, Jalaill Al o (5 58l Qs Jleatins) ) A8LaYl «clbilall oagio gas Glasal 4 salll UL 2 ) 8 4o gana
ab el oL gild 5 Lielainl 4l sa 2 3 ) sea (A b geai i (e 3l pe 485V Galeal) o ) Aul )l il
8 Usisall Lo Laia¥) dphail) 8l e el G Lo IS CaSSS, 553l all aadiaall e e g A1 gal) (Y lyags

il e sSal IS5 Wle Y Jil

Gl 2] fde gana o inall eiall ecladll gl Jalaill ¢oppe Sl e 38 Y1 0 saleall shpaliiall cilale)

2 jall daelaia¥) Ailaad) 4y gall)

96



