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Abstract:

This study aimed to shed light on the role of media literacy in guiding children's use of the YouTube
platform by analyzing common usage patterns, identifying the main risks they may encounter while
browsing, and assessing the level of parental awareness regarding the importance of media literacy as a
means of digital protection. It also sought to evaluate parents’ monitoring and guiding practices toward
their children while they engage with digital content.

The study adopted the descriptive method as a methodological framework that allows for analyzing the
phenomenon within its real-life context. A questionnaire was used as a data collection tool, targeting a
random sample of 50 parents of students enrolled at "Khadraoui Mohamed" Primary School in the
municipality of Ouled Nouga. These participants were selected from a larger research population
estimated at around 200 parents. The study addressed several key areas, including the nature of children's
use of YouTube, the patterns of family interaction with content, the effectiveness of media literacy in
developing children's critical thinking, and the nature of parental control and guidance practices.

The study sought to contribute to the development of a clear scientific understanding of the importance of
media literacy within the family environment, by clarifying its educational and preventive dimensions and
its role in shaping children’s media awareness and enhancing their ability to distinguish between
beneficial and harmful or misleading content. This, in turn, contributes to the formation of a digitally
literate generation capable of interacting with new media responsibly and consciously.



Keywords: Media literacy, digital media, YouTube, child, safe use.
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