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Abstract

During the Ottoman era, trade routes in the Mediterranean played a vital role in the development of
economic and political relations between Algeria and other countries. Under Ottoman rule, Algeria was an
important trading center and a major stop on the maritime trade routes linking Europe, the Middle East, and
North Africa.

Algeria's strategic geographical location on the Mediterranean coast contributed to making it a meeting
point between maritime trade caravans, allowing it to engage in a wide network of commercial exchanges.
This trade included the exchange of goods such as spices, fabrics, metals, and grains, in addition to the
exchange of cultures and ideas.

This commercial activity led to the prosperity of Algerian coastal cities such as Algiers, Oran, and Annaba,
as these cities developed into thriving commercial centers and warehouses for goods arriving and departing
to and from different regions of the world. Algeria was also an important center for maritime piracy, which
added another dimension to trade relations as European ships would sometimes pay ransoms to protect their
merchant ships.

Thanks to this strong trade network, Algeria was able to strengthen its economic and political position
within the Ottoman Empire and Europe, which helped build relatively stable diplomatic and trade relations
with many European countries. Thus, trade routes in the Mediterranean contributed significantly to the
development of the Algerian economy and strengthened its role as a trade intermediary in the region during
the Ottoman era.




