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Abstract:
The study examines the social classes of Algerian society during the Ottoman era,

focusing on the "Kouloughlis" as a model. The Kouloughlis were formed from diverse elements
such as Turks, mercenaries, and former soldiers, and they wielded significant influence in
administration, politics, and the economy. This group played a prominent role in organizing tax
collection and maintaining security and order in the cities. They also intervened in the
appointment of governors and military leaders, making them a powerful force in decision-
making. Moreover, the Kouloughlis established relationships with local elites and tribes, which
helped them, consolidate their control. The study highlights how this group impacted Algerian
society and the changes they brought to the social and economic structure during the Ottoman
period.

Keywords: Ottoman era, Kouloughlis, families, Algeria, M'Sila.
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