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Abstract:

This study examines the economic reality of the Zwawa region during the
Ottoman era, which witnessed a diversity of markets ranging from daily to
weekly. These markets were distributed in various locations, and their sites were
strategically chosen on spacious areas away from population centers to ensure
security and comfort. The market was an open space that provided the tribe with
what it needed from goods such as grains, fruits, livestock, manufactured and
semi-manufactured goods. The role of the market was not limited to being an
area for exchanging goods and benefits, but also reflected the social interaction
between groups. This provided an opportunity for acquaintance, communication,
and the exchange of ideas and information on everything related to life affairs,
reflecting the customs and traditions of Zwawa society and its relationship to the
prevailing political and cultural life at that time.
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