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Abstract



This study falls within the scope of legal media studies, addressing the
issue of the legal framework governing influencers' activities on social media
platforms in Algeria. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study
attempts to clarify the conceptual and legislative baselines of the "influencer,"
while examining the perspectives of experts and specialists regarding the
adequacy of the legal framework currently in force in our country.

The conceptual framework reveals that an influencer is an individual
active on social media platforms who commands a fan base of followers drawn
to content that aligns with their personal interests. They share a communicative
relationship and continuous, mutual interaction, which allows the influencer to
impact their behavioral, intellectual, consumerist, or social choices. From a
legal standpoint, an influencer is neither a journalist subject to media ethics nor
a traditional advertiser governed by trade regulations; rather, they operate in a
gray zone that remains undefined by the Algerian legislator.

Furthermore, our study demonstrates that although Algeria possesses a
variety of general laws that could serve as a foundational baseline—such as
Organic Law No. 12-05 on Information, Law No. 18-05 on Electronic
Commerce, the Consumer Protection Law, Law No. 18-07 on the Protection of
Personal Data, and Law No. 09-04 on Cybercrime—these texts remain
inadequate. They were drafted in legal contexts predating the emergence of the
influencer, failing to account for the unique nature of this newly introduced
digital actor, and they lack specialized professional regulation as well as robust
enforcement and oversight mechanisms. There is a clear absence of a precise
legal definition for both the "influencer" and "surreptitious advertising," which
creates loopholes for numerous violations and fraudulent practices. Finally,
interviewees highlighted the dilemma of cross-border content, which weakens
the sovereignty of national legislation against the pressures of the global digital
space, and emphasized the urgent need for broader institutional coordination
between the judiciary and regulatory bodies.

Keywords: Digital Influencers, Social Media, Legal Framework, Digital
Media, Influencer Marketing.
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