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Abstract:

This study explores contextual critical approaches as analytical tools for
interpreting literary texts in light of their surrounding contexts—historical,
social, and psychological. The research is divided into two chapters: a
theoretical chapter and a practical one. The first chapter outlines the conceptual
foundations, emergence, and key figures of contextual methodologies in both
Western and Arab traditions, highlighting their specificities and differences. The
second chapter applies these approaches to the novel "A Woman Without
Features" to assess the effectiveness of contextual criticism in unpacking the
textual structure and revealing its semantic and contextual dimensions. The
study concludes that contextual approaches provide valuable and multifaceted
perspectives for understanding literary works within their socio-historical and
psychological environments.

keywords: Criticism - Context - Historical Approach - Sociological Approach -
Psychological Approach - Kamal Barkani.



