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Abstact

In the course of our research, we tried to answer the question of the extent to which trade
policy can balance the balance of payments. Due to its overreliance on oil exports to cover its
imports, Algeria suffers from a structural imbalance in its balance of payments. This makes it
The Algerian state vulnerable to oil crises, which in turn affects the balance of payments.
sought to use several mechanisms to reduce these imbalances. Perhaps the most important use
of this policy was the trade policy through which the Algerian state tried to open up to the
world by concluding several liberal trade agreements. On the other hand, it tried to diversify
its exports, and passed a number of legislative and regulatory texts. The latter are concerned
with pushing exports out of the hydrocarbons sector to grow, in addition to their use as a
protection for the national product. Moreover, Algeria resorted to licensing system and import
The study concluded that, within the period quotas to address balance of payments deficits.
concerned by the study, the trade policy mechanisms were ineffective in correcting the
structural imbalance despite their success in curbing imports in case of deficit. This is due to

several reasons, most notably the failure of the production system in Algeria.

Keywords: trade policy ; imports and exports ; balance of payments ; oil and non-oil
exports ; production system failure
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