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Abstarct :

This study is concerned with the extent to which the elderly use
Facebook and the gratifications achieved from it. A field study on a
sample of the elderly in the city of Messila.

This is based on the process of researching the habits and patterns
of the elderly's use of Facebook, the motives behind it, as well as the
gratifications achieved among the elderly from the use of Facebook.

Using the theory of uses and gratifications, a field study was
conducted on a simple random sample of the elderly aged 60 years
and over, so that the sample size reached (78) single, based on the
guestionnaire and observation form as a tool for data collection, and
this study reached a set of results, the most important of which are:

That most of the users of Facebook are males and females
together and there is no big difference between them, and that the
majority of users are between the ages of (60-74 years), and most of
them are at a secondary level, and most of them are retired, As for the
habits and patterns of the elderly's use of Facebook, it has been found
that most of the sample members use it from one to three years in an
unspecified period of less than an hour a day from their homes using a
mobile phone, preferring the chat service and sharing videos, as for
the motives and needs that lie behind it The use showed that most of
the sample members use it out of communication and follow-up of
friends and relatives, and Facebook meets the increase of their
knowledge and keeping pace with other developments, with regard to
the gratifications achieved, we found that most of the respondents that
Facebook provided them with a communicative atmosphere with
friends and relatives and made them aware of what is going on from
the events.

Keywords: Seniors — Facebook — Social networking sites.
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