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Abstract:

This study explores the dialectical relationship between narrative pace and character
construction in 2084: The Tale of the Last Arab by Waciny Laredj, where the narrative
unfolds within a fragmented fictional time that mirrors the collapse of the Arab world. The
character of Adam Gharib emerges as a psychological and temporal axis that governs the
rhythm of narration: the pace slows down during his introspections and accelerates when
he confronts threats of authority or memory. The analysis reveals that the character is not
merely an agent within the events but a carrier of internal time that reshapes the narrative
structure. The study also shows that narrative pace contributes to encoding existential
disintegration and fragmented identity through techniques such as deceleration, ellipsis,
and interior monologue. Adam stands between two oppressive powers: Little Bros,
representing modern surveillance, and Sayyaf, embodying religious extremism. Female
characters reflect a triadic tension—oppression (the Fortress), memory (Amma), and
solidarity (Hajar)—shaping a fractured narrative that expresses the breakdown of Arab
temporality, where character and time intertwine in a discourse of defeat and the search for
meaning.

Keywords: character, narration, time, pace, novel.




