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Abstract :

This memorandum examines a pivotal phase in the history of Ottoman Algeria:
the decline of naval jihad during the period from 1659 to 1830. It focuses on the
economic consequences of this decline. Algeria was considered one of the major
naval powers in the Mediterranean during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
However, the end of the seventeenth century witnessed the beginning of a gradual
decline in this activity, as a result of the accumulation of several internal and external
factors, most notably the development of European fleets, the signing of peace
treaties, the decline of Ottoman support, and internal struggles for power. This led
to a significant decline in the revenues of naval jihad, which negatively impacted the
Algerian state's finances and created economic and social crises affecting broad
segments of the population. This, in addition to the decline of Algeria's international
standing and the increase in European pressure, indirectly paved the way for the
French occupation in 1830. The study adopted an analytical historical approach and
drew on a range of academic references and archival sources to provide a
comprehensive view of this topic, which combines political, economic, and social
dimensions simultaneously.
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