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Abstract

El Eulma's "Dubai Street' is considered one of the most prominent commercial
hubs with regional and national dimensions in Algeria, representing a promising
economic pole that reflects an intensive commercial dynamism which has
directly shaped its urban identity and civic function. This area is characterized
by a growing investment and commercial activity; however, it has recently
experienced a noticeable deterioration in its urban landscape due to the
dominance of the "functional—-utilitarian' aspect at the expense of architectural
harmony. This has led to the spread of visual and functional chaos, negatively
affecting the legibility and cognitive clarity of the space, thereby threatening the
city's urban identity and aesthetics. Consequently, this imposes an urgent need
for intervention to reorganize and rehabilitate the street within a sustainable
development approach that maintains its economic attractiveness and ensures

the quality of its built environment.

This study falls within the framework of searching for effective mechanisms and
design guidelines to reorganize the '"Dubai Street' commercial pole and
preserve its urban identity, while improving circulation flows and pedestrian
movement, and enhancing the visual continuity of the cityscape elements
without compromising the economic dynamics of the area. The study sought to
highlight the economic and spatial importance of the street, diagnose the
current situation of the urban, architectural, and functional fabric, and evaluate
the behavior of users (merchants, shoppers, and residents) and the state of
infrastructure, ultimately proposing integrated urban development scenarios and
projects capable of reinforcing the mental image and visual legibility of the

space.




The study adopted a multi—axis and multi—approach methodology combining
theoretical foundation, morphological analysis, and field survey. Initially, the
core concepts of urban identity and legibility were examined in accordance with
urban design literature (particularly Kevin Lynch's methodology for exploring the
mental image of the city). Furthermore, the landscape approach (L'approche
paysagere) was applied through sequential analysis (Analyse seéquentielle) to
monitor the visual components of the space and identify the hotspots of
informational and visual pollution resulting from the chaotic commercial facades
and advertising signs. A comprehensive morphological and functional analysis
of the street was also conducted using geographical and technical tools to

determine the solid—void ratios and mass distribution. This was followed by a

questionnaire used as a tool for proxy—spatial analysis (Proxémie) covering a

sample of space users to obtain precise data regarding their level of

satisfaction and visual and spatial perception of the site.

The results of the urban and architectural diagnosis revealed several
dysfunctions that directly affected the visual image of the street and its urban
function. Most notably, the built masses dominated public spaces with high
density, and the original architectural facades turned into mere "hybrid
advertising vessels' due to the proliferation of chaotic signs and informational—
visual pollution highlighted by the outcomes of the landscape approach.
Additionally, a severe shortage of rest areas and green spaces was recorded,
and sidewalks were encroached upon by random commercial displays, which
obstructed pedestrian movement and forced them to share the roadway with
vehicles, not to mention the traffic congestion resulting from the lack of
regulation for loading, unloading, and parking operations. Despite these

constraints, the study confirmed the continued high investment potential of the




commercial pole, making it fully capable of leading local development if

subjected to a rational master plan.

Based on these findings, an urban redevelopment and rehabilitation project for

the street was proposed, rooted in digitally modeled urban and architectural
projection scenarios. These include regulating store facades and standardizing
criteria for advertising signs based on the outputs of the visual and landscape
analysis, widening sidewalks, furnishing public spaces with green areas and
resting places, in addition to planning traffic flow routes and allocating specific
times for logistical loading and unloading in accordance with the specific nature

of the commercial pole.

The study concluded that the successful organization of commercial poles is
not limited to purely engineering and technical solutions, but rather requires
adopting a comprehensive management approach based on coordination and
shared awareness among local authorities, merchants, and users, along with
providing regulatory mechanisms that ensure system durability and
maintenance. Finally, the study deduced that the requirements of contemporary
investment and commerce do not conflict at all with the aesthetics of the urban
landscape; rather, regulating urban identity and achieving "visual legibility" is a
fundamental pillar for enhancing economic attractiveness, transforming the
street from a mere chaotic commercial corridor into a vital, comfortable, and

.sustainable urban space
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[صور: بعض أنواع الأنشطة الموجودة في المسارين] 
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[صور: تقاطع المشاة مع الحركة الميكانيكية في المسارين] 
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(صور: الاختناق الوظيفي والمروري في المسارين) 
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(صور: التوقف العشوائي في المسارين) 
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