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Abstract

The French colonial educational policy in Algeria is part of the overall colonial project through which France
aimed to integrate Algeria into the French Republic and change its cultural and religious identity.

French colonial education was a major means of spreading the French language and French culture in Algeria,
as the schools established by the colonial administration taught the curriculum in French and focused on French
history and culture, while downplaying the importance of Arabic culture and language.

Despite educational efforts, access to education was very limited for Muslim Algerians. Most schools were for
the children of European settlers, leading to high rates of illiteracy among the indigenous population.

French educational policies contributed to deepening the social and economic gap between European settlers
and the indigenous Algerian population. Educational and employment opportunities were limited to settlers and
the small minority of Algerians who attended French schools.

Despite French efforts to erase Algerian cultural and religious identity, Algerians preserved their language,
culture, and religion through religious education and Quranic schools, which continued to operate in secret or
under difficult conditions.




