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Abstract:

This study examines Algerian relations with France and Spain
during the eighteenth century through a comparative analysis of
Algerian diplomatic strategy in dealing with these two European
powers. It aims to highlight the nature of the foreign policy of the
Regency of Algiers and to identify the main diplomatic mechanisms
and instruments used in managing its external relations, as well as the
extent to which these relations were influenced by the political,
military, and economic interests of each party.

The study adopts the historical method to examine events within
their chronological context, the analytical method to analyze treaties,
correspondence, and documents related to Algerian-French and
Algerian-Spanish relations, and the comparative historical method to
identify the similarities and differences in Algerian diplomatic strategy
towards the two countries.

The study concludes that Algerian diplomacy during the
eighteenth century was characterized by realism, flexibility, and the
ability to adapt to international developments and the balance of
power in the Mediterranean region. Algeria did not rely on a single
approach in its foreign relations; rather, it combined military power,
negotiation, mediation, treaties, and various means of pressure and
bargaining. Relations with France were mainly characterized by a
treaty-based framework aimed at maintaining stability and regulating
exchanges and mutual interests. In contrast, relations with Spain
evolved from military confrontation and conflict towards negotiation
and the conclusion of treaties, according to changing circumstances
and mutual interests.

The study also highlights the international position of the
Regency of Algiers and its influential role in the western
Mediterranean, as well as its ability to employ diplomatic and military
instruments to protect its interests and strengthen its position in

relations with European powers.
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