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.- This study addresses the rehabilitation of historical cities and centers as living architectural and cultural
heritage that embodies collective identity and historical memory. The historical zone within the Land Use
Plan (POS U6) of Sour El-Ghozlane city was selected as a case study. This city is enriched with historical
layers and monuments spanning multiple eras, including the Roman period (ancient Auzia), the Ottoman
era, and the French colonial period.

The core problem of the research stems from the functional regression and negative dynamics affecting the
historical center. This decline is due to modern urban expansion toward the periphery and traffic congestion,
which has led to a decrease in its economic vitality and the degradation of some archaeological monuments
(such as the historic wall, ancient gates, and the military barracks).

Utilizing descriptive-analytical, historical, and field methodologies—supported by Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) tools—the research analyzed the built environment, road networks, and property ownership
within the study area. The study concludes with a proposed urban development plan and an intervention
strategy for restoration and adaptive reuse. This strategy aims to de-congest the neighborhood, convert
underutilized historical buildings into cultural and touristic facilities (such as museums and boutique herit-
age hotels), and reintegrate the historic fabric into the city's ongoing socio-economic dynamic while preserv-
ing its historic skyline and visual identity.
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