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Summary:

During the Ottoman era, the city of Bejaia became a site of political and
military transformations due to its strategic location and rich historical legacy.
Prior to the arrival of the Ottomans, the city was experiencing a decline in
political influence, which facilitated its fall into Spanish hands in 1510 and led to
a period of deep instability.

In response to this situation, the local population played a crucial role by
calling upon the Barbarossa brothers for liberation. With its recovery in 1555,
Bejaia entered a new phase under Ottoman rule, marked by its integration into the
Regency of Algiers within a broader defensive policy.

Despite limited administrative and economic attention, the city maintained
its social and cultural vitality, reflecting an interaction between Ottoman
sovereignty and local distinctiveness. Thus, during this period, Bejaia represented
a model of a reclaimed city with a predominantly defensive character rather than
an administrative or economic one.

Keywords: Ottoman era, Bejaia, Spanish occupation, Barbarossa brothers



