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Summary:

The judicial system in Ottoman Algeria (1519-1830) was one of the
cornerstones of the state and society, relying on the Maliki and Hanafi
schools of thought, with customary justice prevailing in rural areas, The
system was characterized by diversity and integration, with two
independent courts established for each school of law, while respecting the
freedom of litigation. The judicial system included three main types:
dispute resolution courts, grievance courts, and the hisba courts, each with
its own functions and conditions, Judicial institutions were diverse,
including the High Religious Council (al-majlis al-ilmi al-sharif), courts
for non-Muslims (Ahl al-Dhimma), community courts, and MURABITIN
(religious figures) courts. The judiciary witnessed changes in appointments
and dismissals, with the term of office varying according to political
circumstances, which gave rise to challenges in maintaining integrity and
discipline within the judicial apparatus.

Keywords: judiciary, judges, courts, schools of thought, Ottoman Algeria.






