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Summary:

The sixteenth century witnessed the emergence of the Ottoman capitulatory system, which the
sultans employed as a tool to fragment European unity and to prevent the formation of a
unified European coalition against the empire. It also served as a means of fostering economic
openness toward European states, granting commercial facilities and guarantees to the
subjects of allied nations. France and England were among the most significant beneficiaries
of these privileges. Over time, however, the capitulatory regime initially granted during the
empire’s era of strength evolved mnto an instrument of political and economic penetration
within Ottoman territories. Like other Ottoman provinces, Algeria was deeply affected by this
system.

France was the sole power to enjoy exclusive privileges in Algeria. It succeeded in
establishing institutions along Algeria’s eastern coasts, where it monopolized the trade of key
commodities such as grains, wool, and hides, in addition to coral fishing. England, in turn,
attempted to challenge French influence in these areas, entering into fierce competition with
France over these privileges.

The capitulatory system thus became a key factor shaping Algerian—European relations,
particularly with France and England, both of which were rivals in their quest for global
spheres of influence. These powers would seek rapprochement with Algeria whenever their
interests so required, yet would readily declare hostility whenever they perceived their
interests to be at risk.

Keywords: Capitulations, Bastion, La Calle, Treaty
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