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:Summary

In my study, | examined the foreign minorities in Algeria and their
economic role during the era of the Deys (1671-1830). | attempted to
cover the topic as comprehensively as possible. In the first chapter, |
discussed the general situation in Algeria during this period, which is
considered the longest compared to earlier eras. It is often referred to
as the "Golden Age" due to the prestige gained by the Regency of
Algiers through the activities of the corsairs, the naval fleet, and
maritime jihad, which was the main source of revenue for the treasury.
| also explored the administrative structures, officials, and territorial
division of the Regency. However, tensions began to rise with the
emergence of conflicts between the corsairs and the Janissary army.
Other factors, such as the significant development witnessed by the
countries on the northern shore of the Mediterranean, also shifted the
balance of power. European powers began to converge on Algeria,
and as maritime jihad activity declined, the state turned to the
population for resources, burdening them with taxes. This led to
chaos, revolts, political instability, and ultimately the fall of Ottoman
rule in Algeria and the beginning of the brutal French occupation.

In the second chapter, | attempted to provide a comprehensive
overview of the foreign minorities in Algeria during the era of the
Deys. Their presence in Algeria was driven by economic, social, and
political motives. Coastal cities were the primary destinations for
these communities, with trade being the most prominent reason. These
groups were foreign to Algerian society and included Jews, captives,
merchants, and clergy. Each minority had its specific activities and
way of life. The civilian communities were the most numerous,
especially captives and merchants, who were involved in various
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commercial activities, whether individually or within companies.
Captives were engaged in several fields, while the religious
community was represented mainly by clergymen and diplomats who
took care of their compatriots’ affairs—thus their role leaned more
toward politics than economic life.

Despite their diversity, these minorities were organized in a distinct
manner. In the third chapter, | discussed the contribution of these
foreign minorities to Algeria’s economic life. Their commercial
activity, especially in the 18th century and the first quarter of the 19th
century, along with the facilities they received as individuals or
companies, allowed European trade and economic activities to grow
and gradually dominate the Regency’s economy. This laid the
groundwork for colonial ambitions, as these communities acted as the
eyes of their home countries. The continued presence of European
minorities in Algeria for about three centuries enabled them to gain
deep knowledge of the country, integrate into its economic life, and
act as intermediaries between their countries and the Regency. Over
time, European presence evolved beyond mere economic activity—
France, for example, began to interfere in Algeria’s internal affairs,
ultimately leading to the occupation of Algeria in 1830.

Keywords: Deys — Minorities — Fleet — Maritime Jihad — Captives —
Occupation.
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