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Abstract

This research presents an analytical study of the figurative image (al-Sura al-Bayaniyya) in
the Holy Quranic text from two complementary, non-conflicting perspectives: a traditional
rhetorical perspective concerned with revealing the aesthetic, persuasive, and
psychological dimensions of the image within its Quranic context, and a modern linguistic
perspective drawing on the four levels of linguistic analysis, phonological, morphological,
syntactic, and semantic, in an explicit attempt to demonstrate that linguistic analysis does
not oppose rhetoric but rather deepens its understanding and uncovers its latent
mechanisms.

The research was driven by a central question concerning how these two perspectives can
be genuinely integrated to analyse the figurative image in the Quran. It adopted a
descriptive-analytical methodology enabling the identification, description, and
interpretation of figurative phenomena in selected verses. The study is structured around an
introduction setting out the research problem, objectives, and rationale; a conceptual
prelude examining Arabic rhetoric and its three branches, bayan, ma‘ani, and badi’, two
main chapters, and a conclusion.

The first chapter laid the conceptual foundations by elaborating the notion of the image in
its lexical and terminological dimensions, clarifying its relationship to artistic
representation in the Quranic text, and examining the three types of figurative image—
simile (tashbih), metaphor (isti‘ara), and metonymy (kinaya)—with respect to their
definitions, structural elements, and classifications, while also providing a precise account
of the linguistic approach and its four methodological levels. The second, applied chapter
analysed selected Quranic examples of each figurative type through the integrative
rhetorical-linguistic approach, revealing how the image functions in the construction of
meaning and the direction of signification.

The study concluded with several key findings: the figurative image in the Quran is not a
mere ornamental device but a foundational pillar in the construction of meaning and the
conveyance of its inimitable purposes; the integrative approach combining rhetoric and
linguistics proves the most effective instrument for contemplating the Quranic text, as it
unites aesthetic sensitivity with analytical precision; and each linguistic level serves the
figurative image in a specialised functional capacity that is indispensable to comprehensive
analysis.

Keywords: Figurative Image; Holy Quran; Arabic Rhetoric; Linguistic Analysis; Simile;

Metaphor; Metonymy; Artistic Representation; Phonological Level; Semantic Level.
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