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Abstract:

This research examines Fadhila Melhag's novel "When Life Desires You" from a
cultural critical perspective, aiming to uncover the dominant cultural patterns in the
text. It begins with a primary question: How are cultural patterns manifested in the
novel? In addition to other sub-questions, we rely on the mechanisms of cultural
criticism and the semiotic approach in analyzing the novel's first threshold.

The research is divided into two chapters, in addition to an introduction and a
conclusion. The first chapter focuses on the theoretical-conceptual framework related
to cultural criticism, the cultural system, its characteristics, and its relationship to the
novel. The second chapter is applied, addressing the cultural dimensions of the title
and the social and political patterns and their manifestations within the novel,
focusing on the patterns of masculinity, identity, rebellion, authority and opposition,

and other patterns.

We conclude with a set of findings, the most prominent of which is that the novel is
not merely an aesthetic narrative, but rather a cultural text that reveals conflicts of
identity and self and re-examines reality from a multifaceted cultural critical
perspective.

Keywords: Cultural Criticism; Cultural system; novel; identity; rebellion.




