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Abstract: This study, entitled "The 1860 Lebanon Sectarian Strife and the Role of Foreign
Powers", seeks to analyze one of the most pivotal turning points in modern Lebanese history.
It adopts a comprehensive approach to examining the roots of the sectarian conflict that
erupted between the Maronites and Druze, with its repercussions extending to Damascus. The
study is grounded in deconstructing the social, political, and economic structure of Mount
Lebanon prior to the strife, revealing how historical accumulations—such as the weakening of
the Ottoman Empire and the absence of effective governance over sectarian plurality—
contributed to creating a volatile environment.

The study also explores the impact of foreign powers, particularly France and Britain,
in destabilizing internal balances and reinforcing sectarian loyalties. Foreign protection was
used as a tool for direct intervention in Lebanese affairs, leading to a disruption in economic
and social power dynamics, especially with the rise of externally supported Christian
commercial classes, paralleled by the marginalization of other groups. This contributed
significantly to the escalation of sectarian tensions.

The study concludes that the 1860 strife was not merely a religious clash, but rather
the result of a complex interplay between internal factors and foreign interventions. It played
a key role in entrenching the sectarian political system, which later crystallized through the
Qa’immaqamate and the Mutasarrifate systems, paving the way for the sectarian power-
sharing model that continues to shape Lebanon today.

Keywords: 1860 Strife — Sectarianism — Foreign Powers — Maronite Community — Druze
Community.
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