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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the artistic and human journey of Mohamed
Lakhdar Hamina, one of the pioneers of Algerian and Arab cinema and a
prominent filmmaker who contributed significantly to introducing the Algerian
cause to the world through cinema. The study explores his childhood in M'Sila,
his education during the French colonial period, and his involvement in the
Algerian Liberation Revolution, which played a major role in shaping his
cinematic vision,

The study also reviews the most important stages of his professional career,
from his early works to his masterpiece "Chronicle of the Years of Fire", which
won the Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival in 1975, making him the first
Arab and African filmmaker to achieve this distinction. Furthermore, the study
highlights his contribution to the establishment of modern Algerian cinema and
his role in preserving national memory through cinematic productions that
documented the struggles of the Algerian people.

Keywords: Mohamed Lakhdar Hamina, Algerian Cinema, Portrait Documentary,
Chronicle of the Years of Fire, Palme d'Or, Algerian Revolution.
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