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Abstract:

Islamic thought has known a huge scientific production on the subject of
classifying sciences, throughout the Middle East, as this subject has occupied
the Western Islamic scholars too, occupying an important part in Islamic
thought. We have tried to track all the attempts of Western Islamic scholars in
the field of classification of sciences, and two basic attempts in Andalusia
during The 4th and 5th centuries AH caught our attention; one by Ibn Hazm and
another by Ibn Abd al-Barr, and after them an attempt worth researching in the
8th century AH, by Abd al-Rahman bin Khaldun.

The structure of the classification was also subject to the influences of the
intellectual orientations of the author, in addition to the the civilizational,
cultural and religious context. Despite the time gap between the two periods,
they had the same goals for the classification of sciences, which explains the
intellectual unity of Western Islamic scholars, where scientific concepts and
their applications were explained as required by Islamic Sharia law. Western
Islamic scholars have benefited from the holistic vision conveyed by the Qur’an,
thus, the classification of sciences contributed to achieving a balance between
religion and science, as it played a prominent role in directing efforts and
investments towards improving and developing human life effectively,
reflecting a holistic vision to Man and his environment, through their
recognition of the intersection and complementarity of sciences, which led them
to include educational curricula, aspiring for educating an integrated generation
that seeks the satisfaction of Allah.

Western Islamic scholars used scientific knowledge in a manner consistent
with Islamic values and principles, merging the scientific purpose with practical
functionality in the classification of sciences.

Keywords: classification of sciences, organization of knowledge, the
Islamic West, scientific purpose, practical purpose.
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