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Summary:

Horses and horsemen in Ottoman Algeria (1519-1830) formed a vital fabric linking
the country’s deep-rooted cultural heritage with the organized military system of the state.
Horses were deeply embedded in the social and cultural life of Algerians—not merely a
hobby, but a symbol of social status, prestige, and a source of pride. This period witnessed
notable development in the breeding of purebred horses and the traditional equestrian arts,
which were practiced during celebrations and social occasions, reflecting the Algerian
society’s deep connection to horses and their excellence in handling them.

On the other hand, the Ottoman authorities recognized the importance of horses and
cavalry in maintaining their influence and securing vast territories. Therefore, cavalry
units were effectively integrated into the regular military forces, such as the Spahis
(Sebatha horsemen), who played a decisive role in defending the country, suppressing
internal rebellions, and participating in military campaigns.

Keywords: horses — horsemen — cavalry — Spahis — horsemanship — fantasia
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