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Teberdega (Aures- Algeria). The skull was of a patient who had
undergone several sessions of trephination for head injury
sequellae, and who died later of smallpox.
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1A lavL Gadlal
Algeria has been known since ancient times to practice medicine, and

the medical traditions have developed according to the historical

movement that Algeria has known, During the Ottoman era, the level of

medical services declined due to the spread of epidemics and diseases

in successive periods.

As the occurrence of these epidemics and diseases that caused the
deterioration of the health status of the population, on top of which was
the plague, Algeria was also plagued by epidemics and diseases as a
result of its continuous contact with the outside world and its openness

to commercial exchanges

The medical situation in Algeria during the period of Turkish rule was

characterized by three types of medical practices.

First, traditional folk medicine, as it relied on plants that were present in
the region directly, and the use of mineral baths to treat various
diseases, Secondly, European medicine, which was brought by the

Europeans who came as travelers, prisoners or employees.

Finally the medicine of the Turks, which was only available to the

Janissaries.

Hence, we find that the prevention and treatment of diseases in Ottoman
Algeria was embodied in the local medical culture of the Algerians who
used to resort to medicinal herbs in addition to resorting to magic, and

this in light of the lack of health facilities and medical competencies.
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